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Abstract

This study surveys the life history of people who returned to their home island, Okinoerabu-island, after
retirement. We questionnaired forty-nine returned residents, concerning birth year, their leaving home,
working life in cities, returning home and present life in their home island, and received thirty-three an-
swers. This study was conducted on the basis of these answers. The respondents left home in their teens,
and most of them worked in the Hanshin district, perticularly Kobe city, and most of these worked in big
factories in the sea-side manufacturing zone. Some of them settled but others moved on to Tokyo. They re-
turned all home after retirement in the 1980s’ when they were 55-64 years old. There were a variety of
reasons why they returned. However, the biggest reason was to take care of their parents. It is necessary to
understand both islanders and city dwellers in this kind of area study. The respondents lived away from
their sons and daughters. On the other hand, They participated in the voluntary associations when they
lived in the urban areas which kept contact with the home island.
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