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Abstract

It is difficult to clinically judge the excistence of metastasis to lymph nodes by
palpation. And it is dangerous, too, to judge at once that the clinical metastasis to
lymph nodes is the histopathological one when we find involvement in the lymph nodes
by touch, for the palpated involvement in the lymph nodes often shows the sign of
reticulosis or sinus catarrh only without any sign of histopathological metastasis at
all.

Those in which histopathological metastasis was found were 2.3% and it is clini-
cally impossible to palpate the lymph node of such a small size, its existence being
detectable only by radical neck dissection.

The clinical palpation or non-palpation of the involvement in the regional lymph
nodes did not always correctly designate the existence of histopathological metastasis
to the lymph node,so that we should be extremely careful not to perform radical neck
dissection based on the diagnosis from the clinical palpation or non-palpation of the
lymph node or based on the notion of the therapeutic or prophylactic radical neck dis-
section, but we showed set up a systematic therapeutic plan considering the primary
tumors and the regional lymph nodes as en bloc.

The finding of metastatic lymph nodes on US, CT and MRI were clarified, and it
was found that the detection of cervical metastatic lymph nodes by a combination of
US, CT and MRIis the most reliable method for assessing lymph node metastasis from
oral cancer.
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