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A STUDY ON RURAL HOUSES AND LIVING SYSTEMS OF YAO PEOPLE
IN HUNAN PROVINCE OF CHINA

Mitsuyoshi TSUCHIDA, Tomoyuki HARUNAGA, Jian TANG, Fei DAI and Su LIU

YAO people is one of the fifty five minority races in China. They have lived in Hunan Province and

Yunnan Province and so on. This paper deals with the characteristic of rural houses and living systems of

YAO people in Hunan Province. Compared with rural houses and living systems of five YAO people's

villages (thirty eight houses), we clarified the following results.

(1)There are many YAO people's houses with a frontage of 3 jian and there is a growing tendency to

increase in number of rooms of the newer house.

(2)In Hunan Province YAO people's houses merely have the bathing spaces.

(3)The older YAO people's house has no ceiling of the tangwu, but the newer one has it.

(4)In YAO people's living systems the establishment of passages and bedrooms are the most important.

Keywords: YAO people, Hunan in China, bathing space, tangwu, living systems
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