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Abstract

The revised law on the optimization of recreational fishing guides was enforced on April 1, 2003. As a result, for ensuring
the safety of recreational fishing boat users, improvements in the awareness and practice of safety codes were more strongly
required than previously for traders engaged as such guides.

A questionnaire survey was carried out on 453 traders registered in Kagoshima Prefecture in order to grasp the present
situation with regard to the challenges to safety.

The content of the questionnaire dealt with 44 items such as business forms, the prescribed number of passengers, the type
of license held by the captain, the age of the captain, the number of the crew, business times, fishing grounds for the guide,
whether they belong to the guides’ group, leaving-stop standards and information gathering methods, as well as content on
the use of automatic steering* GPS- radar, the installation of measuring instruments for fishing - nautical instruments - radio
equipments, etc..

By summarizing this questionnaire, it was possible to know the actual condition of recreational fishing guides in
Kagoshima Prefecture and the situation of instrument installation. In addition, problems to do with safety occurring while

underway were indicated.
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