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Summary

More than 500 species of tree are indigenous to the forests of Puerto Rico, ranging from
balsa, which produces the lightest commercial wood known, to lignumvitae, one of the heaviest
and one of the most valuable of all woods. Most of the native woods are available only in
limited quantities and none are sufficiently abundant for export. In this report, Puerto Rican
woods in including 21 families, 34 genera and 35 species have been observed macroscopically
and microscopically. Vernacular or common names and botanical names are listed for each
species in Table 1. And microphotographs of three structural sections of each wood species
and photographs of tangential surfaces of the samples are given in this paper.

In preparing this paper, the author would like to express his appreciation to Dr. M.
Chudnoff, Research Project Leader, Forest Products Utilization, Forest Service, Institute of
Tropical Forestry, U.S.D.A., U.S.A,, for providing the valuable wood samples.
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Table 1. List of vernacular and common names in Puerto Rico and botanical names

Common name in

PUERTO RICO Botanical Name Family
1. Aguacatillo Meliosma herbertii Rolfe SABIACEAE
2. Algarrobo Hymenaea courbaril L. LEGUMINOSAE
3. Almacigo Bursera simaruba (L) Sarg. BURSERACEAE
4. Ausubo Manilkara bidentata (A. Dc) Chev. SAPOTACEAE
5. Balsa Ochrona lagopus Sw. BOMBACACEAE
6. Cadam Anthocephalus cadamba Miq. RUBIACEAE
7. Caimitillo Micropholis chrysophylloides Pierre. SAPOTACEAE
8. Caimitillo verde Micropholis garciniaeolia Pierre SAPOTACEAE
9. Caoba hodurena Swietenia macrophylla King MELIACEAE
10. Capé blanco Petitia domingensis Jacq. VERBENACEAE
11. Caracolillo Homalium racemosum Jacq. SAMYDACEAE
12. Espino rubial Zanthoxylum martinisense (Lamb.) DC. RUTACEAE
13. Eucalyptus Eucalyptus robusta J. E. Smith MYRTACEAE
14. Gedro hembra Cedrela odorata L. MELIACEAE
15. Granadillo Buchenavia capitata (Vahl.) Eichl. COMBRETACEAE
16. Guaba Inga vera Willd. LEGUMINOSAE
17. Guajén Beischmiedia Pendula (Sw.) Benth & Hook, f. LAURACEAE
18. Guanacaste Enterlobium cyclocarbum Gris.? LEGUMINOSAE
19. Guaraguao Guarea trichilioides L. MELIACEAE
20. Jaguey Ficus laevigata Vahl. MORACEAE
21. Laurel amarillo Nectandra sintensii Mez. LAURACEAE
22. Laurel geo Ocotea leucoxylon (Sw.) Masa LAURACEAE
23. Laurel sabino Magnolia splendens Urban MAGNOKIACEAE
24. Maga Montezuma speciosissima Sesseb Moc. HERNANDIACEAE
25. Mahoe Hibislus elastus Sw. MALVACEAE
26. Manzana malaya Eugenia malaccensis L. MYRTACEAE
27. Maricao Byrosonia cortaceum (Sw.) DC. MALPIGHIACEAE
28. Moca Andira inermis (W. Wright) H.B.K. LEGUMINEOSAE
29. Maria Calophyllum brasiliense Camb. GUTTIFERAE
30. Neuz moscada Ocotea moshata (Meissm) Mez. LAURACEAE
31. Palo de matos Ormosia krugii Urban LEGUMINOSAE
32. Roble Tabebuia heterophylla (DC.) Britton BIGNONIACEAE
33. Tabonuco Dacryodes excelsa Vahl. BURSERACEAE
34. Tulipan africano Spathodea campanulata Beaov. BIGNONIACEAE
35. Ucar Bucida buceras L. COMBRETACEAE
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1. Aguacatillo 2. Algarrobo 3. Almacigo

Meliosma herbertii Rolfe Hyemnaea courbaril L. Bursera simaruba (L) Sarg.

4. Ausubo 5. Balsa 6. Cadam
Manilkara bidentata (A. Dc) Chev. Ochrona lagopus Sw. Anthocephalus cadamba Miq.
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7. Caimitillo 8. Caimitillo verde 9. Caoba hodurena

Micropholis chrysophylloides Pierre. Micropholis garciniaeolia Pierre Swietenia macrophylla King

10. Capa blanco 11. Caracolillo 12. Espino rubial

Petitia domingensis Jacq. Homalium racemosum Jacq. Zanthoxylum martinisense (Lamb.)
DC.
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13. Eucalyptus 14. Gedro hembra 15. Granadillo
Eucalyptus robusta J. E. Smith Cedrela odorata L. Buchenavia capitata (Vahl.). Eichl.

16. Guaba 17. Guajén 18. Guanacaste

Inga vera Willd. Beilschmiedia Pendula (Sw.) Enterlobium ¢yclocarbum Gris.?
Benth & Hook, f.
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19. Guaraguao 20. Jaguey 21. Laurel amarillo

Guarea trichilioides L. Ficus laevigata Vahl. Nectandra sintensii Mez.

22. Laurel geo 23. Laurel sabino 24. Maga

Ocotea leucoxylon (Sw.) Masa Magnolia splendens Urban Montezuma speciosissima Sessebs Moc.
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25. Mahoe 26. Manzana malaya 27. Maricao
Hibislus elastus Sw. Eugenia malaccensis L. Byrosonia coriaceum (Sw.) DC.
28. Moca 29. Maria 30. Neuz moscada
Andira inermis (W. Wright) H.B.K. Calophyllum brasiliense Camb. Ocotea moshata (Meissm) Mez.
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31. Palo de matos 32. Roble 33. Tabonuco
Ormosia krugit Urban Tabebuia heterophylla (DC.) Britton Dacryodes excelsa Vahl.

34. Tulipan africano 35. Ucar

Spathodea campanulata Beaov. Bucida buceras L.
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1. Meliosma herbertii Rolfe SABIACEAE
Aguacatillo

2. Hymenaea courbaril L. LEGUMINOSAE
Algarrobo
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3. Bursera simaruba (L) Sarg. BURSERACEAE
AlmAcigo

4.  Manilkara bidentata (A. Dc) Chev. SAPOTACEAE
Ausubo
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5. Ochrona lagopus Sw. BOMBACACEAE
Balsa

6. Anthocephalus cadamba Miq. RUBIACEAE

Cadam
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7. Micropholis chrysophylloides Pierre. SAPOTACEAE
Caimitillo

8. Micropholis garciniaeolia Pierre SAPOTACEAE

Caimitillo verde
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9. Swietenia macrophylla King
Caoba hodurena

MELIACEAE

e
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10.  Petitia domingensis Jacq. VERBENACEAE
Capa blanco
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11.  Homalium racemosum Jacq. SAMYDACEAE
Caracolillo

12.  Zanthoxylum martinisense (Lamb.) DC. RUTACEAE
Espino rubial
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13.  Eucalyptus robusta J. E. Smith MYRTACEAE
Eucalyptus

14. Cedrela odorata L.
Gedro hembra

MELIACEAE
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15.  Buchenavia capitata (Vahl.) Eichl. COMBRETACEAE
Granadillo

LEGUMINOSAE

16. Inga vera Willd.
Guaba
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17.  Beilschmiedia Pendula (Sw.) Benth & Hook, f. LAURACEAE
Guajoén

18.  Enterlobium cyclocarbum Gris.? LEGUMINOSAE

Guanacaste
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19.  Guarea trichilioides L. MELIACEAE
Guaraguao

20. Ficus laevigata Vahl. MORACEAE
Jaguey
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21.  Nectandra sintensii Mez. LAURACEAE
Laurel amarillo

22:  Ocotea leucoxylon (Sw.) Masa LAURACEAE

Laurel geo
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23.  Magnolia splendens Urban MAGNOKIACEAE

Laurel sabino

24.  Montezuma speciosissima Sesseb Moc. HERNANDIACEAE
Maga
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25.  Hibislus elastus Sw. MALVACEAE
Mahoe

26. Eugenia malaccensis L. MYRTACEAE

Manzana malaya
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27. Byrosonia coriaceum (Sw.) DC. MALPIGHIACEAE
Maricao

28. Andira inermis (W. Wright) H.B.K. LEGUMINEOSAE
Moca
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GUTTIFERAE

Calophyllum brasiliense Camb.

29

1a

Mar

LAURACEAE

(Meissm) Mez.

Neuz moscada

Ocotea moshata

30
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31. Ormosia krugii Urban LEGUMINOSAE

Palo de matos

32.  Tabebuia heterophylla (DC.) Britton BIGNONIACEAE
Roble
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33. Dacryodes excelsa Vahl. BURSERACEAE
Tabonuco

34. Spathodea campanulata Beaov. BIGNONIACEAE
Tulipéan africano
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35.  Bucida buceras L. COMBRETACEAE
Ucar




