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Map of Tsushima island. Starting from the south-
ern end there are Izuhara town, Mitsushima town,
Toyotama town, Mine town, Kamiagata town and
Kamitsushima town. The information on sightings of
Tsushima leopard cats is obtained from the northern
area of the island, Mine town, Kamiagata town and

Kamitsushima town.
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Areas and populations of towns on Tsushima
island in 2000.
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Changes in rice field area for towns on Tsushima is-
land shown as percentages of the 1969 area (100 %).
(Data from the Tsushima branch of Nagasaki
Prefectural Office)
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are the main prey of Tsushima leopard cats.
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Summary

Iriomote wildcats and Tsushima leopard cats are rare animals that live only on Iriomote-jima island in Okinawa
Prefecture and on Tsushima island in Nagasaki Prefecture, respectively. These two wildcats are so highly valued that
Iriomote wildcats have been designated a “national special natural monument” and Tsushima leopard cats a “national natural
monument”. There are estimated to be 80-100 Iriomote wildcats and 70-80 Tsushima leopard cats. Both are considered to be
endangered species by the Environmental Agency of Japan, and extinction is feared especially in the case of Tsushima leop-

ard cats. In this paper, the causes of the decrease in numbers of these wildcats are considered.

Key words: Iriomote wildcat, Tsushima leopard cat, conservation, satoyama.



