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What Parents Should be That Children Expect
—In the Case of 4™ and 6™ Children—

I keyama Kazuko * Kawazu Kana

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the ideal image children have of parents.. In a
questionnaire was asked children to imagining how they would be as a parents in the future. The
questionnaire consisted of three parts : when he/her would be a parent, (1) how they would be as
parents, (2) what they would think important in child rearing, (3) how they would behave in
situations which occur daily in Japanese home. The subjects are 778, children in the 4t and 6th years
of three elementary schools in Kagoshima-city. The survey was conducted September and October year
2000. The main results of the survey were : the largest number of answers to (1) was "a parent who
thinks greatest deal of their family", (2) "teaching good from evil", (3) between boys' and girls', and
between 4t and 6t, there were many significant differences, but (4) among birth order, and family
structure, there were few significant differences. We conclude that parents should have live up to their
4t garder children's expectation when he/she ask daily care and an emotional sympathy among families

but parents should give weight gradually to, independence to their the 6th grader children..
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