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The Principle of Conservation of Nature II.

Gingoro YAMANE,

Abstract

(1) Nowadays we are apt to consider the conservation of nature as the defense
against the pollution of human environment or against the destruction of nature.
Actually however, because of the rapid exploitation, ‘‘the conservation of nature”
means usually how to manage the natural environment harmonizing to the exploitation,
not exploitation harmonizing to environment. It is quite unreasonable.

(2) Usually man treats the nature only as the resourse of human life; resourse
to the biological life (food, drink water, air and light and warm), space for residence or
as the resourse of manufactures. Consequently, nature stands to man in the opposite
side, man and nature are opposes to each other. Man deprives from nature all the
useful materials, be it as water, minerals and organisms, and gives it back as waste
matters, even as poisons to the nature. Consequently the balances of the ecosystem,
including man, is lost rapidly. We must now aware that man is nothing but a
member of the ecosystem and to maintain the human life it is indispensable to keep the
equilibrium of the ecosystem as a whole. Further more as man has to day great power
to influence the nature, we are responsible for keeping ecosystem not to destroy.

(3) The importance of the conservation of nature is not only for the prevention of
the pollution of the envronment. Even if pollution does not take place, the destruc-
tion of nature is nowaday as itself bad for human life, because the nature in situ is
useful for human life not only for physical life, but also for mental especially for the
life of sentiment. From the aesthetical standpoint of view, it is necessary, for keeping
the mental life stable, to keep the nature i» sitw with much care as possible. Silent
and calm circumstance, fresh ocean, virgin mountains, fields, forests, rivers, and
animals and plants, every kind of living and non-living matter is nessessary for human
mental life. The protection of these things from destruction by human violence is as
itself is nothing but the real conservation of nature, independently of pollution or
contaminance of the environment.

(4) The conservation of nature is to be refered to from the following aspects:
i. The prevention from pollution of environment.
ii. Keeping the resources for human life.
iii. Securing the space for physical life as well as for mental life.
iv. Not to destroy the organisms.
v. Keeping the aesthetic state of nature.
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