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Towards an Understanding of ‘the Intensité of Place’:
A Methodological Argument

Naoki Osgiro™

Kobe University

In this article, I discuss the origin and development in geography of the concept of place,
and I offer a critical review of ways to conceptualize and estimate the intensité of places. The
concept of place appeared in humanistic geography during the late 1960s and 1970s in an effort
to qualify the existential-experiential world, focusing especially on human agency, and it was
stimulated by writings in phenomenological sociology and studies of the “perception of city” in
architecture. The concept of place challenged geography’s predominant paradigm which ignored
human agency, and which pursued a rather reductionist and quantitative approach. This desire to
describe the actual life-world resonated with themes of modern alienation, and nostalgia for
home--themes which had lost prominence during the post war period of economic growth, while
retrogressive and essentialistic approaches gained favor. In a globalizing modern world, how-
ever, we cannot ignore the reality of hybridity and heterogeneity. To understand the concept of
place today requires attention to such realities, and a consideration of the constitutive aspects of
place which produce and re-produce geographical constellations, including power relations in-
volving differences in gender, age, race, sexuality, and how these terms are constructed. For
these reasons 1 prefer the idea of intensité, rather than power or force. An adequate assessment
of the intensité of place requires a consideration of the interplay and relative strength of internal
and external factor, and in this pursuit, geographers can contribute their specific expertise both

within and beyond academia.
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