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A Study of the Systems and Participants Involved in the Training and
Employment of Foreign Trainees in the Japanese Agricultural Industry
— Based in the Main, on an Analysis of Data from the Agricultural Institute of Makurazaki City —

Ri xin ZHANG and Kunihiro Akiyama’
(Laboratory of Farm Management)

Summary

A programme of on the job training and studying for foreign agricultural workers has been set up in Japan to help them
put their learnt knowledge to practical use back in their home countries. However, a number of significant social problems as-
sociated with the trainee programme have come to light. These problems include: trainees working illegally, forced labor and
other violations of labor law. Focusing on the processes involved in the adoption of foreign trainees, the purpose of this
study was to clarify the situation with regard to the following:
® The background, motivation, and the resultant effects of employing foreign trainees in place of local workers.
® The processes involved in the adoption of foreign trainees.

® The financial and other burdens placed upon the trainees under the present foreign trainee adoption system.

Key words: Foreign-trainee adoption process; significant social problem; financial and social burden; agricultural

industry employers

": Correspondence to: Kunihiro Akivama (Laboratory of Farm Management)

Tel 099-285-8623, E-mail: akiyama@agri.kagoshima-u.ac.jp



