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A Comparative Study of Japanese and Israeli Cultures

—On Jewish Diaspora in Japan—

Otsuka Kiyoe

To Isaiah and David

ABSTRACT

The ancient kingdom of Israel, which consisted of 12 tribes, was in circa 922 B.C. divided into
the southern kingdom of Judah and the northern kingdom of Israel. 10 tribes out of the 12 belonged
to the northern kingdom and the rest to the southern kingdom. The people of the northern kingdom
were exiled to Assyria in 722 B.C. never to return to Israel. They are called "the Ten Lost Tribes of
Israel." They were dispersed all over the world. Their descendants are found not only in the western
world, but also in the eastern world especially along the Silk Road. Japan and Israel are geographically
far from each other and seemingly unrelated nations. However, the two nations are remarkably similar
in mythology, religious rituals, language, daily customs, etc. Some of the Japanese and Jewish scholars
who are conversant with the ancient cultures of Japan and Israel claim that numerous striking
similarities between the two cultures are proofs indicating that the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel came to
ancient Japan.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the authenticity of their claim by making a comparison
of the ancient cultures of Japan and Israel, which may help solve some of the cultural riddles of Japan

such as why Japanese like rectangles or why Japanese have numbers in their names.
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