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Abstract

This article tries to analyze the present situation of bullfighting in Japan, China and Korea, and espe-
cially the process of network formation through bullfighting and its traits in Japan. The venues of bullfight-
ing games are mainly those peripheral areas such as remote islands, remote country districts, and rural
farming villages. However these areas are active in the exchange of men, bulls and information, and even
go further to organize 'All Japan Bullfight Summit'. This fact tells us that these areas cannot simply be un-
derstood by the binary oppositional scheme of 'center-periphery', but rather show the possibility of the exis-
tence of a new social relation which fits in a time of globalism. Furthermore, the network that is formed
among the venues of bullfighting can be characterized as 'periphery-periphery' network. Previously, periph-
eral areas had always been taken as subservient to the center. This article depicts rather a different picture in
which the peripheral areas are active with each other by forming bullfight network. Furthermore the forma-
tion of this 'periphery-periphery' network could mean not only to be a mirror to reflect the degree of the pro-
gress in globalization but also to be an another entrance to globalism.
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