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The Amalgamation in Yoron
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Abstract
Recently, the municipal amalgamation is advanced in Japan, and also many local governments in
Kagoshima prefecture have deliberated upon their amalgamations. Such a motion is called
"large-scale amalgamations of Heisei" and has advanced with the trend of the administrative and
fiscal reform of the nation. Yoron-cho, which has conventionally followed the history as one island
and one town, faced with a problem of the amalgamation with two towns of Okierabu island
(Wadomari-cho, China-cho) which cross over the sea. Yoron-cho held a referendum in November

2003, and its result was to continue one-government independently, not choosing the amalgamation.
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The process of decision making in Yoron-cho suggested some problems in "large-scale
amalgamations of Heisei", and as the result of the choice of mdependence, Yoron-cho will be

requested to improve the state of the community in future.

Keywords: municipal amalgamation, referendum, public participation, local autonomy
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