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Agriculture Field : Summary

HmDAKA  Tetsushi
Research Center for the Pacific Islands, Kagoshima University

Since around 1960, the rise in income level in Japan has been accompanied with a
progressive westernization of traditionally rice-based Japanese diet, which now
includes wheat flour; meats and fruits. Total food consumption has also increased and
Japan has been importing plenty of foodstuffs from abroad. The agriculture production
in Ryukyu Islands has also changed accordingly and the production of stock raising,
fruit and flower has been increasing. Agriculture in small islands, however, has been
always faced with problems on unstable water supply, limited land under cultivation
and transportation cost. In addition, Ryukyu Islands are frequently attacked by strong
typhoons in summer and easily damaged by diseases and insects. The area is taking
the aging society of Japan in advance and the farmers have become older.

In economic terms, the importance of agriculture in Japan has rapidly declined since
around 1960. The percentage of GDP for agriculture production has dropped to only
around 1 percent or less now. Agriculture production in Ryukyu Islands also fell and
public enterprises have been substituted to maintain economic growth of the islands.
However, the recent economic environment does not allow such formulations in the
near future. Furthermore, the occurrence of BSE disease in 2001 opened consumers
eyes to food safety. The low rate of food self-sufficiency is also becoming political issue.
In addition, important rolls of agriculture for Japanese land conservation and culture
are also emphasized in these days.

Under these circumstances, we have been undertaking studies on agriculture of
Ryukyu Islands, mainly in Yoron Island, with colleagues in other fields from 2002. The
results obtained are not enough yet. Thus, further studies on agriculture in small

islands are necessary.



