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Summary
We performed the natural drying of square lumbers of sugi grown in Kagoshima University forests. We measured the

dimensions, weights and moisture contents of the lumbers after sorting the lumbers into red heart and black heart by col-
ors of the heartwood. We also examined the moisture content distribution in the lumbers. The results were as follows:
(1) Three months’ natural drying of lumbers with red heart satisfied the JAS standard of D20 , and the moisture distribu-

tion in the lumbers was relatively small.
(2) The lumbers with black heart were not dried sufficiently, and greater water gradients in the lumbers were observed

after three months, drying. The moisture content at the butt end tended to be higher.

Key words : heartwood, black heart, moisture content, color space
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