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Abstract
Since the early 1980s, I have been involved in Development in Asia and South Pacific areas. I moved to this
position at KU in May, 2006. Before then I had worked for technical cooperation among ASEAN countries, and
between Japan and those countries. This time I would like to discuss this above title with my view which I have
conceived through my carrier in Asia.

If we look at the Kagoshima University’s Primary Principles at the KU’s web site, it is found that KU is
willing to work not only locally but also in globalization in research and education aspects. It is believed that KU
has a unique historical and geographical background. In fact, KU is characterized as a best study/research place of
ocean/island sciences throughout Japan because of its excellent location. Although KU has made much
collaboration with ASEAN countries either through receiving students from that area or through sending our
personnel to that area, KU managed a large scale project at Malaysia University of Agriculture (UPM) with JICA
in early 80s. For the project KU sent 9 experts and received several Malaysian young counterparts. KU sent back
those students with higher education and degrees to UPM. Today, those ex-KU students actively work for various
universities throughout Malaysia. Following this project, Phase 2 project at UPM started in 1998 for 5 years and
again KU sent its teaching staff as JICA experts.

However, today many people do not know about this project of good old days within KU. This is probably
because 1) there may be no continuity after its termination such as lack of a proper follow up system, and 2) there
may not have been enough information shared in and out of KU.

Turning our eyes to ASEAN, its socio-economic integration has today been accelerated greatly. At the last
summit meeting in Cebu, the Philippines determined that the economic integration will be made until 2015.
However, there are and will be much economic and political disparities existing among ASEAN countries. The
disparity can be shown not only between original ASEAN members i.e. Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore, and Thailand, and new comers i.e. Cambodia, Loa PDR, Myanmar, Viet Nam, but also among original
member countries. These facts may make its integration more difficult.

Regarding past regional development in the subregional level in ASEAN, first the Growth  Triangle in
Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore in 1970’s. was successful. The next one in the 1980’s was the Growth Triangle
in southern Thailand, northern Malaysia and northern Sumatra, Indonesia, which was not successful. In the early
1990’s GMS, in shortened Greater Mekong Subregion, initiated by ADB started. This area is expected to be one of
the most prosperous subregions in ASEAN. The GMS development area comprises Viet Nam, Cambodia, Laos,
Thailand, Myanmar and two southern provinces of China.

There is another subregional development initiative called BIMP-EAGE covering Brunei, North/East
Indonesia, Eastern Malaysia and Southern Philippines. This initiative emerged at the same time of GMS. Since it
started, there has been less interest in it because the area is far from the capitals and contains many scattered
islands. However that area has plenty of resources with bio-diversity but this kind of regional integration has borne
various problems crossing borders, but in other words, they are development issues.

Kagoshima University is one of large scaled national universities with 8 faculties and it is serving to its
region i.e. Kagoshima Prefecture as well ASEAN region. I am sure that KU can challenge most development
issues in ASEAN through its integrated approach.

Lastly this time I would like to suggest KU for its successful global initiatives, as follows.
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Should form clusters throughout the University such as bio-diversity and island development involving
Science, Agriculture, Fishery, Medicine, and Engineering.

Research Center for the Pacific Islands should have its initiative to promote integrated projects.

Should carry out small scaled projects at the beginning and then do the big ones last.
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