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The fundamental study of Setouchi pottery of Yayoi period,
in South-Kyusyu.

Yuji KAWANO

Abstract

In this paper, I have examined the relationship between southern Kyushu and Setouchi in the Yayoi
period by referring to Setouchi pottery and cultural elements from southern Kyushu. In the first period (about
BC.3-BC.1), there was contact between southern Kyushu and western Setouchi, and it is assumed that this was
part of the increasing interaction over a large area of Western Japan at this time. In the second period (about
AD.1-AD.2), cultural clements from southern Kyushu cannot be confirmed in Setouchi, and so the existence
of the contact becomes unclear. Setouchi pottery produced in this period showed influences of the area’s
relationship with eastern Kyushu. In the third period (about AD.2-AD.3), pottery movement from Setouchi to
Kyushu declined, and the number of excavations of Setouchi pottery decreases. However, it is in this period
that the amount of Setouchi pottery excavated from the tomb arcas increases.

Thus, the movement of pottery and the influence of the pottery attributes were confirmed to be one
direction from Setouchi to southern Kyushu through each period. Such an asymmetric relationship will
become an important aspect when thinking about the background of the relationship between southern Kyushu

and Setouchi in the future.
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