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A Study on the Distribution and Ecology of Toxic Crabs
in the Ryukyu and Amami Islands

Toshio Saisso* and Yoshihiro Usuio*

Abstract

Out of the three species of toxic crabs inhabiting in the Ryukyu and Amami Islands, the distribu-
tion and ecology of Zosimus aeneus and Atergatis floridus, both belonging to the family Xanthidae, were
studied. In Japan, Atergatis floridus is one of the commonest beach crabs inhabiting from the Boso
Peninsula to Kyushu Island. Zosimus aeneus is distributed as far as Hachijo-shima and Izu-Oshima
Islands, and is collected mainly in the shallow coral reef in the Amamiand Ryukyu Islands but
does not exist in Kyushu; Tanegashima and Yakushima Island located nearby Amami-Oshima. It
seems that the variation of distribution is mainly due to the existence of the strong warm current
of Kuroshio, which flow between Amami-Oshima and Yakushima Islands.

From the fisheries point of view, it is needful for us to pay much attention on both Z. aeneus and
A. floridus; in the former, in respect of its strong toxicity, though the distribution is in partial and
thin, and in the latter, in respect of its wide distribution and abundance in number, though its
toxicity is not too strong. The inspections of the stomach contents of the Z. aemeus were carried
out, with no questionable food discovered, the origin of the crab toxin left unclarified.
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Fig. 1. Zosimus aeneus (LINNAEUS, 1758)
Habitat: Kametsu, Tokunoshima
Date: May 22, 1967
Measurements: Length of carapace 42.0 mm., width, 62.4 mm.
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Fig. 2. Atergatis floridus, (LINNAEUs 1758)
Habitat: Y6, Amami-Oshima
Date: Apr. 26, 1967
Measurements: Lenght of carapace 23.3 mm., Width, 33.9 mm.
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Table 1. The collected number of Z. aeneus in the Ryukyu and Amami Islands.

Number of specimens
Place of catch
Male Female Total
Kikai Is. 1 0 1
Amami-Oshima, Y6 16 25 41
” Yéan 0 1 1
” Buunzaki 0 1 1
” Borosezaki 4 2 6
” Kyénoura 33 32 65
” Nase 18 16 34
” Akazaki 4 0 4
” Surikozaki 4 0 4
” Miyakozaki 0 1 1
” Yoro Is. 1 0 1
Tokunoshima, Tkema 1 0 1
” Kaminomine 3 0 3
” Kametoku 38 11 49
Yoron Is. 3 2 5
Ishigaki Is. 13 3 16
Formosa, Késhéwan 1 0 1
Total 139 95 234
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Fig. 3. Map showing the distribution of Zosimus aencus (LINNE) in the sea-areas between Formosa and Kyushu.
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Fig. 4. Map showing the place of catches in Amami-Oshima and Tokunoshima.

Table 2. List of Seashore inhabitants in Kyonoura, Amami-Oshima

species

Japanese name

ARTHROPODA
Parthenope horrida FABRICIUS
Cyclax suborbicularis (STIMPSON)
Tiarinia depressa STIMPSON
Carpilius maculatus (LINNE)
C. convexus (FORSKAL)
Zosimus aeneus (LINNE)
Chlorodiella nigra( FORskKAL)
C. cytherea (DANA)
Lybia tesselata (LATREILLE)
Trapezia Cymodoce (HERBST)
Tetralia grabelima (HERBST)
MOLLUSCA
Thais bronni (DUNKER)
Mancinella tuberosa (ROpING)
Drupa glossularia (RODING)
Conomurex luhuanus (LINNE)
Vasrm ceramicum (LINNE)
ECHINODERMATA
Linckia laevigata (LINNE)
Diadema setosum (LESKE)
Tripneustes gratilla (LINNE)
Echinometra mathaei (BLAINVILLE)

karuishigani

akamongani
yumongani
umoreougigani
kurotenagaougigani

sangogani

reishigai
thunoreishigay
kiiroigareishi
magakigai
onikobushi

aohitode
gangaze
shirahigeuni
nagauni
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Heterocentrotus mammillatus (LINNE)
Holothuria atra JAEGER
H. leucospilota (BRANDT)

ALGAE
Spongocladia varcheriaeformis ARESCHOUG
Boodlea coacta (Dickie) MURRAY et DE Tonr1
Sphacelaria sp.
Colpomenia sinuosa (RoTH) DERBES et SOLIER
Sargassum duplicatum J. ACFARDH
Liagora sp.
Galaxaura fastigiata DECAISNE
Amphiroa dilatata LAMoUuROUX
Ceratodictyon spongiosum ZANARDINI
Polysiphonia sp.
Gelidiopsis repens (KUTZING) ScHMITZ

paipuuni
kuronamako
nisekuronamako

kitsunenoo
aomogusa
kurogashira
fukuronori
futaemoku
konahada
garagara
kaninote
kaimensou
itogusa
tengusamodoki

Beach rock

Moy, 7

i /

low tide mark

|| about 150m

Fig. 5. A cross-sectional view of Kyonoura, Amami-Oshima. 15m
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Table 3. List of Seashore inhabitants in Y6, Amami-Oshima
Species Japanese name

COELENTERTA

Haliplanella sp. tatejimaisoginchaku

Palythoa sp. iwasunaginchaku
ARTHROPODA

Dardanus megistos (HERBST) komonyadokari

Schizoprys aspera (H. MILNE-EDWARDS) nokogirigani

Tiarinia cornigera LATREILLE isokuzugani

Thalamita picta STIMPSON himebenitsuke

Carpilius convexus (FORSKAL) yumongani
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Species Japanese name

C. maculatus (LINNE) akamongani
Atergatis floridus (LINNE) subesubemanjugani
Zosimus aeneus (LINNE) umoreougigani
Daira perlata (HERBST) kanokoougigani
Xanthias lamarckii (H. MILNE-EDWARDS)
Paraxanthias elegans (STIMPSON) himeougigani
P. notatus (DANA) togehimeougigani
Liomera cintimanus ALGOCK
Carpilodes rugatus (H. MILNE-EDWARDS)
Actaea tomentosa (H. MILNE-EDWARDS)
4. cavipes (DANA)
4. rufopunctata (H. MiLNE-EDWARDS) iboougigani
Pilodius areolatus (H. MILNE-EDWARDS) biroudotogeougi
P. paumotensis (Rathbun)
Cymo melanodactylus (DE HAAN) kimogani
Chlorodiella nigra (FORskAL) kurotenagaougigani
C. cytherea (DANA)
Pilumnus vespertilio (FABRICIUS) kebukagani
P, tomentosus (LATREILLO)
P, purpureus A. MILNE-EDWARDS
Domoecia hispida Eypoux & SOULEGET
Grapsus strigosus HERBST minamiiwagani
Pachygrapsus minutus A. MiLNE-EDWARDS himeiwagani
Plagusia dentipes DE HAAN shoujingani
Percnon planissimum (HERBST) togeashigani
Gonodactylus chiragra FABRICIUS futoyubishako

MOLLUSCA
Haliotis asinina LINNE mimigai
Sulculus diversiolor aquatilis (REEVE) tokobushi
Sanhaliotis varia (LINNE) iboanago
Scutus (aviscutus) sinensis (BLAINVILLE) otomegasagai
Marmarostoma argyrostoma (LINNE) chousensazae
Astralium (Distellifer) rhodostoma (LAMARCK) oourauzugai
Theliostyla albicilla (LINNE) amaobunegai
Conomurex luchuanus (LINNE) magakigai
Lambis lambis (LINNE) kumokai
Harpago chiagra (LINNE) suijigai
Erosaria helvola (LINNE) kamondakara
Purpuradusta gracilis (GASKOIN) medakara
Monetaria (Ornamentaria) annulus (LINNE) hanabiradakara
Monetaria monela (LINNE) kiirodakara
Ravitrona caputserpentis (LINNE) hanamaruyuki
Cypraea tigris (LINNE) hoshidakara
Ponda (Mystaponda) vitellus (LINNE) hoshikinuta
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Arabica arabica astatica (SCHILDER) yakushimadakara
Bursa dunkeri Kira okinishi
Pusiostoma mendicaria (LINNE) noshigai
Vasum turbinellum (LINNE) koonikobushi
V. ceramicum (LINNE) onikobushi
Virroconus ebraeus (LINNE) madaraimogai
V. Jfulgetrum (SOWERBY) sayagataimogai
Tridacna (Chametrachea) crocea LAMARCK himejako
ECHINODERMATA ¥
Linckia laevigata (LINNE) achitode
Culcita novaeguineae MULLER et TROSCHEL manjuhitode
Ophiocoma scolopendrina LAMARCK udefurikumohitode
Ophiomastix mixta LUTKEN akakumohitode
Diadema setosum (LESKE) gangaze
Toxopneustes pileolus (LAMARCK) rappauni
Tripneustes gratilla (LINNE) shirahigeuni
Echinometra mathaei (BLAINVILLE) nagauni
Heterocentrotus mammillatus (LINNE) paipuuni
Holsthuria atra JAEGER kuronamako
H. leucospilota (BRANDT) nisekuronamako
Synapta maculata (CHAMISSO et EYSENHARDT) oikarinamako
ALGAE
Ulva pertusa KJELLMAN anaaosa
Valonia macrophysa AGARDH baronia
Dictyosphaeria cavernosa (FORsSKAL) kikkogusa
Cladopharopsis zellingeri BOERGESEN midorige
Spongocladia vaucheriaeformis ARESCHOUG kithunenoo
Boodlea coacta (Dickie) MURRAY et DE Tont aomogusa
Cymopolia van bossei SoLms usugasane
Bornetella ovalis Y AMADA mizutama
Caulerpa webbiana f. tomentella W. v. Bosse kokeiwazuta
C. racemssa W. v. Bossg surikogizuta
Codium adhaerens (CABRERA) C. AGARDH haimiru
C. intricatum OKAMURA mothuremiru
Colpomenia sinuosa (RoTH) DERBES et SOLIER fukuronori
Sargassum dupliatum J. AGARDH futaemoku
Galaxaura fastigiata DECAISNE garagara
Spyridia filamentosa (WuLFEN) HARVEY ubugegusa

30cm Tx &I FY A4 Acropora sp. ISBEAE LIZIEFiTH B, v EL A Y FH =3 KEHIH
AETHREINTHL S, HEHREH 100 m ORIAORET—EICI3EEEBIC E2H 3
25, [bDOERTIRIT LA EBNF—RICEBEEICIIMEDENK XL,



HER BRI E 55183 (1969)

Fig. 7.

Fig. 6. A panoramic view of coral reet at Y6, Amami-Oshima.

Zosimus aeneus (LINNE) is taking food in the tide pool (depth about
15 cm) of coral reef, at Yo, Amami-Oshima.
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MAINLAND OF JAPAN
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Fig. 8. The places where Atergatis floridus (LINNE) were collected.
A: Awa-Shirahama E: Suzaki I: Tosa - M: Matsugaura
B : Moroiso F : Oshima Is. J: Nagasaki N: Taketomi Is.
C: Nagai G: Hachijo Is. K: Kamae

D: Izu-Shirahama H: Minabe L: Hanaze
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Table 4. Stomach contents of Zosimus aeneus (LINNAEUS, 1758)

Habitat Date Sex Stomach contents (Japanese name)
Kyonoura, Amami-Oshima | Jun. 6, 1967 | @ Codium sp. (Miru)
Chlorodesnis comosa (Mayuhakimo)
Ectocarpus sp. (Shiomidoro)
Algae ( Sphacelaria sp. (Kurogashira)
Jania sp. (Mosazuki)
Hypnea sp. (Ibaranori)
Polysiphonia sp. (Itogusa)
Sponge {Spicules of two species
Akazaki, Amami-Oshima | Jun. 15,1967 | & | Algae { B, pm':a 5 (Ibaranori)
Polysiphonia sp. (Itogusa)
Coral {Fragment of coral
Akazaki, Amami-Oshima | Jun. 15,1967 | & empty
You, Amami-Oshima Nov. 2, 1967 | & Algae { Sphacelaria sp. (Kurogashira)
Jania sp. (Mosazuki)
You, Amami-Oshima Nov. 2, 1967 | @ | Alga {Sphacelaria sp. (Kurogashira)
You, Amami-Oshima Nov. 2, 1967 a3 empty

Table 5. The collected number of A. floridus in the sea shore of south west Japan.

Place of catch

Number of specimens

Male Female Total
Awa-Shirahama 7 4 11
Moroiso 0 2 2
Nagai 2 1 ‘3
Izu-Oshima 5 9 14
Hachijo Is. 2 1 3
Izu-Shirahama 10 12 22
Suzaki 5 5 10
Minabe 11 9 20
Tosa 26 23 49
Nagasaki 1 0 1
Kamae 1 1 2
Hanaze 3 1 4
Mathugaura 0 1 1
Amami-Oshima, Y6 3 1 4
” Nase 3 2 5.
Miyako Is. 1 3 4
Ishigaki Is. 16 19 35
Taketomi Is. 0 5 5
Total 96 99 195

ERBEBIIERETIE S 4 FA— A DPT B TOERICER LTS, KSEEILITTIEZDD
PRI THIEY ¥ TRRAELIKEImORICBL AL N, BELIANRNTY VA
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v A =3 EE 39. 7~23. 3 mm (1 32. 3 mm), 1 56.1~33.9mm (£#443.8 mm) T
Rl 49.05—9.9g (F#23.1g) TH o7z, 1969 4 6 A 2 B I BABIRT CTHSiEK 287D
THE L ZARAS BICIBsmL Uz, 4Lt 17 BREAE LY = 7 44 3 [ OBk
EBZBE LB OEBRICOLTRIAOBEIKHE L, vELAYEI=LRULEMY
BB ICHAIIEBE TIRBARICE > 7o, KELRTAENATRIBOTAR THo72. R
RRANTY Vo v FoRERLEHB TR s CHETASICEETE 3. ALERLH
THHHDBEBR VDO TETTLABNERTHA I LIBAMON TR, TOXIEHITK
FHARFHMWTHREDOL LEBDNE, vELVA YT~ S EHEIE—RITHFO 58
HOBHHY, —, ANERKBERINZLBRTH S, KALERBEOLELRL S,

z 5

1. BH=DHFELZOHFEHICOLT

BRI CTRRERL VAT HOFRL XA XA = FNMHEICAEB LTS
LEZVIEA TS, TREERBOTORTI S IKK2EPHERFHBRLE LT 208Mb
HAXDOEGFLE LTREINTEBOTZOERIBWUNTE N o7z, THITOWLTHEKKEIL
FEMRETRH200 D H = PHEMZRIE 5 SIchHERERERTT7 F 724 1, 000 1@
RO h = 2RE UBERRRET L > R, 3EOEN = OFESED THLCIN, A
BEIERD Zosimus aeneus 7 € L A v ¥ 4=, Atergatis floridus A NAR=Y Y av =, Bk
U Platypodia granulosa © 5 7 ¥ AV ¥FH=TH 5. (HFEZF - 11969)

CORHBELIBZEIRERAUS LTERBRFEZHTH A = OFERAELTE > THL A0
hick 3 & THIE, Blb Carpilius converus = € ¥ H'=, Liomera cinctimana * 4 ~N=7% v
¥ H' =, Euzanthus exsculptus, Thalamita prymna <= r 7 =, Thalamita danae, Daira perlata
A Ao ¥H=, Eriphia scaburicula ENEEBELHEINTHL S, (#F - f1968),

PER, BAHEBESMTHBLZOA TR A =BHBRICX > TEAVRLIBELIDORY
ELFAVEH=, averHs, AVAVENS, AXTHEV A NS, F T HAF=E%T,
ZFOfs, WHAZTEEINhTOTHEELAHOLDOETMNH S, COH, veELVAYFI=IE
Ao flh (1967) 1Tk, 2v ey H=i3FHE - (1968) itk -» THERBROERZhTHhE
BEINIDOREBINTE,

DI RBEHN=DRWIZERABEREMFDAICL EE S5, Holthuis (1968) 3t 7%
HWTChIETREHROREENLTION TS A =1L ES T ORBRHEDOLELFL T
EZNBEITTOEELZFIEThIZROBY TH 3.

Ranina ranina, Dromidiopsis dormia, Atergatis floridus, Zosimus acneus, Carpilius maculatus,
Carpilius convexus, Eriphia sebana, Eriphia norfolcensis, Lophozozymus pictor, Pilmnus vespertilis,
Xantho reynaudii, Cardisoma carmifex, Micippa phylira, Parthenope longimanus, Daldorphia
horrida

VI EDHITiaEA « b (1967) itk - T I NIz Zosimus aeneus, Atergatis floridus, I X
UZE « fib (1968) i Xk - Tl I Nz Carpilius convezus WEENTEB Y, BERKEDHALS
FTHReOWEHICE TS Z O HHSHEITIN T 3013 BKEL, Eriphia BOBEHRIIAEHE
THTHAHVEREINERDOSEANH M, H4E - (1969) OHFERRTIEI—ICES
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a3t BROBH=I1CBIT 5% - fli (1968) Lif4 « fis (1969) DAL RICIIZERM
Rohah, thidFHr=ol@PHEERROFECHERSVR—OHBRERETSH 3.
Hofhick L EHOROMBEDbNI Carpilius convexus |13, <7 REIFEE* GREH) 1T
IMU/g LT E#EEIN S, HUHRRIVBRMICIZEHNMR TSI h0FHEELIh
LHDOTHRPHLEBEOK T 2ERELEDLEEbNS, —F, HA it (1968) itk 3
BHERTIE 20MU/g DEObDEERLLTHR-THD, vELAVFH=BLUPRA~NR
N2V av N2 OHERRBRERO—BEC BT ELROBYTH 3,

The distribution of Toxin in the Body (M. U. i:er g)

Zosimus aeneus (LINNE)* Atergatis floridus (LINNE)**

Whole body 3,500 Appendages:

Exoskeleton : Exoskeleton 150
Walking legs 15,000 Muscle 400
Chelae 11,000
Cephalothorax — Cephalothorax :

Muscle: Exoskeleton 65
Walking legs 12,000 Muscle 45
Chelae 10,000 Viscera .25
Cephalothorax 400 Gill 20

4th Walking legs
(left) 15,000

Cartilage 400

Viscera 400

Gill —

Eyes and eye stalks 700

* HasHIMOTO et al. (1967)
s« HasHIMOTO et al. (1968)

COHPFEPSHBEDMBEIIHS PICAZIMN UTEREILIEETHELBbNhE, —
FyvevA v FI=0FkR M2 B8E Lol #iigivEE bRV ESHh 5 X 5Th
5. Holthuis (1968) 3 Zosimus acneus 5V =T BRIV N— B, 29 IT 45V FE
TRAFEEEONTL B, —HYTEVEBTRAAE UTEEFMAILTL 26%:R
NTWH»5B, B (1969) iK&kBE 74 O—ET Zosimus aeneus 1€ % 3 PHELNFLE LT
VEY, TORBLER=a~~7)F2ETRIOI=BEBICABICHKIN T 2HHAD
oL, ARCEEHENTHChE TOHELERROERE TR LMHERE / HHHED
bONHEBL, TFTHAMED DN hitOE, HZEBHEHED Zosimus |3 HEKAYFE
BELI—RPWBERNDLEEHTHS.

S4ETDLC S, BEMFCBI2RPFHFEROB N =RIFLAEVELVAYEN=CE
5350&EZXoN3, KEUWSOTIIHEDS Tem, HIf18.3cm, 4hE 160g & & b, HHHIREIC
BO BB L LTREBAREL, —ARLTEAOMR LI, RRRERDLLA =
BER L TERTLD, ROREEPRREDLSBOFBWOKHEEZLTHS I, Hicidz

*BE g It NI BTRUEIMGE 20g 0~ v 2DLE~ v 2B MU) &LTH35.
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OHMFAE Y TR VLB ARV BS., 1=Kk 3hHERRCH S DIKRBBRERIETN=0D
BRLBINFELELESRAME LD B BERD S,

2. FHEF=OHMBEAB LTI =FORFELEITDNT

FEHBOH =BEPEETEOL I BAHMRBERTLORERKEOENIS RTHHREEL
Bbh3, vEVAVELN=ZAY FEE, KATFEORHBRICLS M 2EHET, HARENE
TRESE, BEHE, RER, MEEAEISEXKBRKRATOEY, TITHMBETNT
ChEVIMOBAE « BTE - WELLSRCHhITREINLESEMSTL, BREZH
7oAbBRIZ A E (EH, 1939) ©HTEKE &K« &M, 1967) ¥ TTH 3 BEMKFERE
BTRBEINTORLEITH B, Zosimus aeneus DILF A= BT 2 BREERO—>
LUTETELZOREBKENEZOND, 22 AOXKEKBSMERS L BEMITH LA
TEEESIEMOEE S H > T 17T°CHjERL, ChiZAMERLIZIEELL. BAB,
BFEREEI 1 CHIETA\LELVEDTREDETIIZ OMED Zosimus O H: B W] HEHE
fREEZONS, DM, Zosimus BMBHEDORZELULERICEHLEANS AT, TOEFER
M LB RBS 20 bmhii, BAR - BFE»S UM, MEREE, fn
RINB AR EII/NEAELE B AMBIORENRONSIDOTEZORTIRERLESZ &IT
5%, UL LEXEKEDS BRMIGECETE « BABUIGIC Zosimus 8RB EhwDldC
OMEBRABBEMEFBET > T LIS TRUEPALID, BOEABMBOEEELETHS
Zosimus (ZEEBREBUETRE SIS IBREOMEHEMB TEHLL LTS, COMA
SHWIRICBLTIAOSHEDTONRHIhTLELS5IKBbhE, BAR -BTFE B
JUO P HSHEBICBD B Zosimus DRERIRIELRLSTREYL, LU UEETSHELTH
FREOHBEATZOHBERIBDTHLHDTHA .

Holthuis (1968) #EA « fih (1967, 1968) it Xk B & Zosimus % Atergatis DHHIZEH
ZHECHET SO THE CRAVMRBECEB UTHAREDO D = THE LinMEEkZED
Boh3, ok, Ciguatera HOHBRRI LB ENDH B, BEHREBEATOEMRICK->T
BUNBPVREY, ZWAEDSE 2 BHEObBRbML, ERITHERED OB hITK
¥, HZEBEHEODDREKNBETH AL LBMWABLLBEVTHS, ChoDh=H
ORFEEMBCERZEARSINELBOTHELRETEIHS. Y7 7HOUB L R
IR L AR ENBEDONBDT, FRI=BEBD2L30LWAEARKEDOS DT
THUANEMRICLE0EBEINS, RROERLEZbODOFRZABETN TN S
HEEGHZ2O0TYEVAVFHN=DBNADAEIIBERS 10, BLOLODOREILREM
IhTLiy, BARYICRESEERLILBELTEY, REBO~2 3=, IVvO—H,
THEOA VIV YO—&, =¥V FO—H&, 157 ) 0—8, BEHOI/Ivu by 5%Th
BOUTORHNIOHITIE Y =% LBEES 2 DIRBL., Y75 BOBE, BEEERK
Schizothriz |&, Lyngbye BOBERHERL LTELATLAIRIIS S ERAZYHSIIAH
IhTLRYL, BEASOREOTRIC X BE MBI Z A TRFFYF v 7 Palythoa
tuberculosa 1> 5 BMHHHENBE IN T3, £ LT Ciguatera HATHEVY YUY AFOENRN
FYNTIE T D Palythoa BE L B I N, Vv v FOFEMIZ T D Palythoa IT I3RS 57 HEH:
DHBRH T LAEBRITHS, VEVAYSLF=DERFRB I+ I3V Y (FUOERE) TH
BLEBIEEIDONTLEY, ChBRHERTS 5 7 v O—F Gonyaulax BIT X - TH
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EIXh, ChEERUALZHAESENICER T2 EBHBL T3, L LEXIREDOH
WAL TIDESIBKRIMT S 7 b VOREIREBEINTORYL, »=FOHFEY N
FIHERBVRIMEORFEE UTRRIRVBYEFBERNEET, H/=EBBEALO
W, Bk, BEDY, —KEZ0M0HS W AMBIMEENRZONRLLUTEZLDS
NA3DTEHTZDHFEICOOTORHELZED TS,
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