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On the Small Sized Mackerels from the Waters
of Nansei Syoto

Toyotaka TANOUE

Some repeated investigations were done with the confirmed result

(1) That it is during the term beginning in March and ending in ea ly May every year
and over the waters stretching along the Tokara Island and northwards that the
catch of the small sized mackerels is abundant, while neither its catch nor its
shoal can be seen over the sea fronts of the Okincerabu and southwards.

(2) That the variation in the Fork-length of the small sized mackerels lies within
the range of 4~15cm, the most typical size being within 6~13 cm.

(3) That judging from the number of interneural spines lying within 17~21, the
small sized mackerels caught in the Nansei Syotc waters may be fixed to be
belonging to the species of Paeumatophorus tapeinocephalus (BLEEKER).
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Fig. 1. Map of the Nansei Syoto.

® Showing the islands in the coastal waters

along which small sized mackeuels were caught.
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Table. 1. Catch of small sized mackerels in Osluma f10m 1955 to 1956.
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Year Month INE 2 4 S 4 f 4
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Table 2. Number frequencies of the interneural spines of mackerels
from Oshima waters and Pneumatophorus tapeinocephalus
in East Chima Sea, off Kagoshlma in 1955~1956.

| Range of Number of Number of mterneural Spmes
Locality | Yenen = S
‘ fork-length individuals 16, 17, .18 . 19. .20 . 21 .22, 23
East China Sea |  28~36°™| 481 \ 790 187 164 BT .6
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Oshlma ‘ 6~14 173 ‘ — 6 36 72 438 12 2
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