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A Consideration on the East China Sea Region
Mackerel Fisheries

Sumio ENAMI

By using the fishery statistical data and fishery biological informationes concering
the age composition, growth and group maturity, the East China Sea Region mackerel
fishery and its catch on the comparatively late date were considered with such results
as follows :

The cause of decrease of the catch in and after 1955 is to be imputed to the over
fishing of the immaturity-age-group with purse seine fishing playing the main part in the
mackerel fishery. Therefore, it should be stressed that through the fishery biological
reserches, fishery regulations and conservations of mackerel-fish-population must be put
into positive action.
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Catch of the mackerel in 107 kan
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Table 1. Percentqge of catch by type of ﬁshery

o Year ‘ | ‘

Type & ﬁshery = B33 [ 1953 % f 1954 o ‘ 1955 % | 1956 %
Large trawl West of 130"E — — — 0.8
Purse seine of one-boat operation | 38.0 68.2 67.1 62.5
Purse seino of two-boat operation 36.9 18.5 1290 9.3
Semi-Surrounding net { 0.3 0.7 0.7 i 1.2
Other surrounding net ‘ — — — ‘ 0.009
Lift net 0.3 0.5 04 ‘ 1.0
Mackeral pole and line 234 8.5 | 14.9 ‘ 20.3
Other kind of mackerel anglings — 2: ‘ 34 ‘ 1.9
Squid angling 0004 | 0.004 — | 0009
Other angling 0.2 | 0.2 0.4 ‘ 1.4
Tuna long-line 0004 | 004 | 0.01 0.04
Other long-line 0.3 0.2 030 0.4
Yellow tail and tuna set net — — = | 0.1
Other kind of large set net ‘ 04 ‘ 0.2 | 0.2 0.2
Pound net sone cube shaped bags \ 0.02 [ 0.06 0.005 “ 0.009
Other kind of small set net o1 | ot 0.2 51 0.4
Beach Seine 0.05 04 0.2 | 0.3
Boat seine 0.004 0.08 | = ) 0.05
Other fisheries — i 0.01 0.005 ‘ 0.009

Total % 100.0 ‘ 100.0 100.0 ‘ 100.0

Total catch 24214 27186 | 20604 10945

Unit of catch 1000kan ( 3.75 metric tons)
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Table 2. Monthly group-maturity of mackerel*

E= T ‘ ‘
e Month . Jan. Feb. Mar, ‘ Apr. ’ May ‘ June ‘ July
0 0% | D s 20 0 0
1 183 | zo 0 44 3 il e65 28.6 7.1 0
2 21,6 It 704 656 | 893 429 18.2 0
|
3 ‘ 0

750 | 1000 | 750 — 65.9 50.0

ok Scombel tapeinocephalus BLEEKER
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