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Why Do People Learn Shimauta?

A Survey of Shimauta Schools in Amami-Oshima Island
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Abstract
We know that many young people learn Amami fork songs called Shimauta. But a survey I did in five
shimauta schools in Amami-Oshima Island in November 2010 reveals that many old people learn Shimauta
diligently. Especially in community centers, almost all students are over 60 years. They were born in Amami-
Oshima Island, but they have known almost nothing about their fork songs before learning. Shimauta seems

a symbol of their identity that becomes more important with age.

Key words: Amami-Oshima Island, Shimauta, community center, shimauta school,
questionnaire, sunset pleasures
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