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I am a geographer with a strong inter-
est in development studies of the South
Pacific and Southeast Asia. My research
interests and publications are focused on
rural people living in relative isolation from
industrial urban centres whose daily lives
are deeply affected by contemporary change
and the influence of the modern state. Most
of my field work has been carried out in
the Solomon Islands, the highlands of North
Thailand and to a lesser extent Indonesia.
As convenor of the New Zealand Burma
Support Group with an academic interest
in that country I have become involved with
peace studies.

I have brought out two books on the
highlanders of Thailand and the most recent,
a special issue of the journal Pacific View-
point (33:2.1992) on “Marginalisation in
Thailand : Disparities, Democracy and Devel-
opment Intervention”. A large proportion of
my output has taken the form of consult-
ancy reports. The most recent on the Solo-
mon Islands is a 76 page World Heritage
Site Proposal (1990). I have also prepared
reports on a wide range of rural develo-
pment strategies for the Chittagong Hill
Tracts of Bangladesh, weir building projects
and integrated rural development in the
Northeast of Thailand, forestry projects and
craft work on the outer islands of Indonesia.

Over the past 18 years I have worked

for 10 years in research and development

undertakings in Thailand. During this period
1 worked for both the New Zealand (1975—
78) and French (1986—88) governments as
an advisor in socio-economic research, main-
ly with Thai anthropologists at the Tribal
Research Institute, Chiang Mai. My own
interest is in the process of political inte-
gration and the way in which planning in-
formation is selected and assembled by
development agencies. Unstated political ob-
jectives often play such an influential role
that the chances of success are greatly di-
minished. Effective rural development work
can only be built on realistic assessments
of specific situations and supported by the
voluntary participation of those whom it
most concerns. As part of this interest I
worked as the team leader of a Dutch fund-
ed integrated development project in the
Northeast (1978—81) of Thailand.

My work in the Pacific commenced in
1969 when with my wife I took up residence
in the village of Maravari, Vella Lavella
in the Western Solomon Islands. Since then
[ have been able to return once to Vella
Lavella (1985) and subsequently to the
Marovo Lagoon (1990).

In the Western Solomons the ecological
pressures caused by population increase com-
bined with the growing need for cash in-
come has resulted in conflict over access
to both land and sea based resources. As

these conflicts cannot always be settled by



local mediation they are passed on to the
courts. Decision made in the courts are
frequently subject to appeal and as cases
mount up so does dissatisfaction and local
frustration.

I am currently attempting to put up a
case for sensitive and intelligent interven-
tion by outsiders to strengthen local in-
stitutions so that communities can better
handle disputes.

Having time at the Kagoshima Univer-
sity Research Center for the South Pacific
to consider this problem has provided wel-
come time out from the everyday demands
of teaching and administrative work. The
opportunity to explore the matter in depth
with Professor Nakano whose experience 1s
concentrated on Guadalcanal and Malaita
has been particularly rewarding.

I am very grateful to Kagoshima Uni-
versity for this opportunity to work with
colleagues who share my interest and whose
field experience parallels my own. Before I
leave I hope to have not only completed a

paper on the resource management problem
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referred to above but also contributed a
chapter on the history of the Solomons to
the Solomon Islands Handbook, a book cur-
rently under preparation at National Muse-
um of Ethnology, Osaka, Japan. In my spare
time I have been working on an extended
essay on the future of Burma.

[ am greatly indebted to the following
people for making my visit possible : Profes-
sor Akihiro Igata, President of the Univer-
sity of Kagoshima when I was invited to
take up the position of Visiting Professor,
the Director of the Research Center for the
South Pacific Professor Kazutaka Nakano
and the resident researchers Professor Akio
Inoue, Professor Shin’ichi Terashi and Associ-
ate Professor Yasuyuki Karakita who have
generously given me both professional and
personal support. I am most grateful to
all of these people including the Leave Com-
mittee of the Victoria University of Wel-

lington who supported my application to

come here.

John McKinnon
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