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A cross-cultural

communities - Relic fishing gears in the
Visayas, with references to Jibei, and
Kobama islands-
Zayas, Cynthia Neri
(Z14VUE KR - ZEBHEAEMRR)
In one study I did in Southern Philippines on
the Bajaus, a Sama speaking people known as
sea gypsies but are now settled in water
villages, 1 found that the memory of their life
ways have been inscribed in the idea of a
kauman -a compound of houses on piles,
linked by footways and thereby forming a
cluster of extended family with matrilocal
residence rule. These compounds to my mind
are relics of maritime civilization as they
reflected how mooring groups of extended
family-boat houses would roam around and
fish together and moor at a common mooring

sites. The groups are not however isolated
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from each other but are linked by kinship ties
to other mooring group of boat houses in the
archipelago. These groups formed a
"community" of mobile peoples of the past.

In another study I did in the Visayas, Jibei
Island and Kohama Islands, I tried to retrieve
memories of life ways of island communities in
the ways they manage the ishihimi, stone tidal
weir. Ishihimi are stone barricade traps built on
gradually sloping reef tides. These are
constructed in a semi-circular manner in such
a way that when the tide rises it will overflow
through the barricades of stones thereby
trapping the accompanying sea animals when
the tide recedes. It is said to be a copy of a
natural hollow in the sea where anyone can
simply gather during low tides. The foremost
researcher of ishihimi, Nishimura Asahitaro,
considers the ishihimi the living fossils of fixed
fishing gear with ancient origins.

This presentation will try to bring in three
ideas deduced from the study of ishihimi as

(1) arelic material culture linking Asia and
the Pacific Islanders, (2) ishihimi as umi no
hatake and the idea of the commons, and finally

(3) how ishihimi came about and what they

signify at the present time.
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