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Tongan Political Reform: the Odd-One-Out
among the Pacific Islands
AT« x>l (lan Campbell)
(R B BEH A 7E R > 2 —)

The constitutions of the Pacific Island states are
mostly the product of decolonisation in the third
quarter of the 20th century and capture the values
that were current at the time. Several of them have
undergone minor modifications since though
usually without discarding the received constitution
and redesigning the political charter from first
principles.

Tonga is the exceptional case, having a
constitution that is about 100 years older than those
of the other states. It was formulated in 1875 by a
non-Tongan, and showed almost no engagement
with Tongan culture as it was at the time. On the
contrary, the idea was to show that Tonga had
moved away from its culture in its new political
construction.

However, after having had over 125 years to
assimilate culture and constitution by the end of the
20th century political pressures were making it
necessary for some changes to be made. The 1875
constitution preserved a strongly hereditary element
in government which gave stability, but which also
encouraged the idea that king and nobles had a
natural right to rule. Therefore, for about 20 years

the regime was able to ignore or resist suggestions



that democratic reforms would be desirable or
necessary.

The resistance to change ended abruptly as the
aging king passed into a terminal decline, and
power effectively shifted to the next generation. At
that point, members of the royal family seized
control of the reform process. Legislation was
passed in 2010 broadening popular participation in
government, and restricting the powers of the king.
The changes will come into effect with an election
in November 2010.

The effect of this reform is to create a
constitution which is perhaps more intimately
connected with Tongan culture than are the other
constitutions of the Pacific, but also one which is
much less democratic than might have been the

case had reform been further delayed.
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Written in Stone: What the stone artefacts of

an ancient archaeological site can tell us.

< U4 -« ¥ YL (Marion Campbell)
(ORRRE 5 )

Lapita is the term used for the earliest culture
identified in the western Pacific Islands. Moreover,
archaeological studies in the western Pacific,
including Fiji have focussed on pottery analysis as
the primary cultural marker. Analysis of stone
artefacts has concentrated on adzes and on locating
the source of their rock types. Similarly, sourcing
of chert and obsidian artefacts as a means of tracing
trade and population movements has received much
attention. This approach has been adopted, in part,
because most Lapita-period sites have been
deficient in stone artefacts. A current trend is to
move away from studies of individual artefacts and
their form to concentrate on methods of production
and resource strategies.

The early Lapita site at Bourewa, on the
south-west coast of Viti Levu, Fiji, has provided a
collection of almost 1700 stone artefacts which
exhibit a wide range of types and attest to multiple
activities occurring at the site. Detailed analysis of
this collection has been under-taken combining the
older approaches of classification and an
assessment of production methods and resource
of the flaked

material has been either re-touched or has fine wear

utilisation. Over three-quarters
patterns that indicate the way it was used. Many
pieces show multiple use and functions.

Analysis of the distribution of these artefacts
from the site has identified focus areas for
particular activities and changes through time. This
is the first time that such an attempt has been made
for a Lapita site and is especially important because
at present Bourewa is accepted as the earliest

occupation site yet discovered in Fiji.
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