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Human Genetic Studies on South Kyushu,
South West Islands and Formosa

by
Tamotsu TERAWAKI*

A series of human genetic studies were carried out on South Kyushu, South West
Island and Formosa.

1. Irregular results are gotten in A and B gene frequency of ABO blood groups
and there are no settled tendency.

2. Wet type cerumen shows a mild geographic gradient between Formosa and
Kyushu Island. And it may be distinguished Satsuma peninsula, Tanegashima and Yakushima
as one group, Amami- Ohshima, Okierabujima and Okinawa as one group, and Ikemajima,
Ishigakijima and Yonagunijima as other group.

3. Taste blindness is similar among Takasago tribe, South West Islands and Satsuma
peninsula. Investing in detail, Satsuma peninsula, Tanegashima and Yakushima form
one group, Amami- Ohshima, Okierabujima and Okinawa form one group, and Ishigakijima
and Yonagunijima form other group.

4. Pattern intensity of dermatoglyphic patterns as qualitative trait is slightly lower
than Japan main land and Takasago tribe, and higher than Caucasians. Analysing in
detail, there are tendency that Satsuma peninsula, Tanegashima and Yakushima form
one group, Amami- Ohshima, Okierabujima and Okinawa form one group, and lkemajima,
Ishigakijima and Yonagunijima form other group.

5. There are relatively mild geographic gradient from north to south between
Japan main land and Takasago tribe in double eyelids. Analysing in detail, there are
tendency that Satsuma peninsula, Tanegashima and Yakushima form one group, Amami-
Ohshima, Okierabujima and Okinawa form one group, and Ikemajima, Ishigakijima
and Yonagunijima form other group.

Roughly summarizing from the point of five genetic traits, South West Islands are
distinguished in three groups, i.e. Satsuma peninsula, Tanegashima and Yakushima group,
Amami- Ohshima, Okierabujima and Okinawa group, and Ikemajima, Ishigakijima and
Yonagunijima group. Then there are mild geographic deviation and gradient in these
three groups between Kyushu island and Formosa.
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