Foreword

The present editor has been carrying out a research project on the origin and dif-
ferentiation of cultivated rice in the world for the past 20 years. For the purpose of
observing and collecting the cultivated and wild rice species, several scientific tours in
the Asian countries had already been done by many researchers, including the present
authors. Those reports and experimental results had contributed not only to the theoreti-
cal studies but also to the breeding programs of the cultivated rice.

Theoretically, following the studies carried in Asian countries, studies in African
areas loom up to be a necessary condition for realizing these purposes, because it has
been well known that there is a long history of rice cultivation in Africa, and that the
primitive types of cultivated species and wild species are now growing there. Rice spe-
cies including both wild and cultivated ones show a great diversity in Africa. There are
two kinds of cultivated species, as well as their respective wild relatives, and several wild
species distantly related to the cultivated ones. Two or more species are often sympatric
in the same habitat though some are annual and others perennial. Their habitats are sur-
rounded with savannah, the environment varying in the wide range.

Accordingly, as a part of the project, Kagoshima University organized a scientific
survey team for the purpose of studying on the distribution and ecotypic differentiations
of wild and cultivated rice species in Africa. In 1984, they travelled through 4 countries,
i.e., Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Kenya and Tanzania after having got some informations in
France. In 1985, they travelled through 5 countries, i.e., Kenya, Madagascar, Nigeria,
Liberia and Senegal.

Although these reports are concerned only with the limited items of the problem, it
is hoped by the editor that these informations obtained could contribute towards a better
understanding of the origin and alternation of cultivated rice, and towards a gene pool
preservation and valuable using of rice.

We would like to express our deep gratitudes to the government officials of the
African countries concerned. We must also express our thanks to the members of the
Japanese Embassys in African countries, who helped us greatly in the travelling affairs
and to the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture of the Japanese Government ™.

The field survey carried out by us would have been impossible without the aid,
assistance and cooperations from the following scientists and personnel.

% ! Grant-in-Aid from the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture of the Japanese Government (3
AR e R A AT I A 1984: Preliminary operation (Ffii#i7) , Project No. 59042009;
1985: Main operation (AR#F#), Project No. 60041057,  1986: Integration of the results of the stud-
ies (FAZAEHE) , Project No. 61043052.
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Miss RONDRO HARISOA Cydie, Directeur, CALA, Complexe Agronomique du lac
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Dr. B. B. SHAHI, Plant Breeder, IRRI, Rice Research Project, ANTANANARIVO
Members, Sumitomo Corporation, ANTANANARIVO

UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
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Mr. A. M. K. Mrol, Ambassador, The Embassy of the United Republic of Tanza-
nia, TOKYO

Mrs. A. E. LYARuUU, for Director-General, Tanzania National Scientific Research
Council, DAR ES SALAAM

. Mr. H. M. NaGuLl, Senior Scientific Officer, Tanzania National Scientific Research
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Director of Research, Ministry of Agriculture, DAR ES SALAAM
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. Dr. F. F. BANYIKWA, Head, Department of Botany, University of Dar es Salaam,

DAR ES SALAAM

. Dr. A. N. Minsas, Head, Crop Science and Production Department, Faculty of
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Agriculture, Sokoine University, Sub Post Office University, MOROGORO

Prof. B. J. NDUNGURU, Head, Department of Crop Science, Faculty of Agriculture,
Forestry and Veterinary Science, University of Dar es Salaam, DAR ES SALAAM
Officers, JICA, Japan International Cooperation Agency, DAR ES SALAAM
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Mr. P. R. O. OwADE, for Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Kenya,
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. Mr. MALINGA, Research Officer, Agricultural Research Station, KISUMU

. Mr. R. M. OpoNDO, Research Officer, Agricultural Research Station, KISUMU
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Mr. Stepen Netia OLOO, Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development, Small-
holder Rice Rehabilitation Program, Ahero, KISUMU

Mr. Aziz ABUBAKER, Agricultural Office, MTWAPA
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Dr. E. H. HARTMANS, Director General, IITA, International Institute of Tropical
Agriculture, IBADAN

. Dr. N. Q. NG, Head, Genetic Resources Unit, IITA, International Institute of Trop-
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University of Ibadan, IBADAN
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Mr. V. O. SAGUA, Director, Lake Chad Research Institute, MAIDUGURI
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D’Ivoire au Japon, TOKYO

. Dr. H. HAMON, Director, ORSTOM, Office de la Recherches Scientifique et Tech-
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. Monsieur le Directeur de la Recherches et des Programmes, Ministére de
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