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PREFACE

Since its inception in 1988 it has become a tradition of the Kagoshima University Research
Center for the South Pacific (KURCSP) to organize the Public Lecture series during every
summer vacation. The series is aimed at contributing to the community by enriching the
citizens’ knowledge about the South Pacific and its surrounding regions, and also by increasing
their awareness of the importance of the regions.

As the term of the KURCSP will expire by the end of March 1998, it was suggested that the
lecture notes used in the series be put together so that the information gathered as well as the
ideas and spirit manifested in the series will not be lost. This volume is a compilation of lecture
notes selected from the Public Lecture series from 1994 to 1997. Although the texts are in
Japanese, we hope the following contents in English will give the non-Japanese-speaking reader
a good insight into the diverse academic fields of interest and activities of the researchers at the
KURCSP as well as those affiliated with it.

Toru AoYAMA
KURCSP
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Papua New Guinea
Motoo KIiTANO, Faculty of Dentistry
Samoa
Akio INOUE, KURCSP
French Polynesia
Sueo KUWAHARA, Faculty of Law, Economics and the Humanities
Malaysia
Part 2: Nature, Technology and Society
A. Nature
Munetomo NEDACHI, Faculty of Science
Pacific Ocean and its tectonics
Masahito SAKURAI, Faculty of Engineering
Deep circulation of the Pacific Ocean
Hiroshi ICHIKAWA, Faculty of Fisheries
The role of the Kuroshio in the global climate change
Ryosuke KITAMURA, Faculty of Engineering
Benefits and disasters due to activities of volcano
Masanori SATO, Faculty of Science
Great favors of tidal flats filled with marine life
Akio INOUE, KURCSP
Poisons of fish and shellfish
B. Technology
Satoru NISHIMURA, Faculty of Law, Economics and the Humanities
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