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Preface
Tropical seas in Southeast Asian countries are well known for their rich fish diversity 

found in various environments such as beautiful coral reefs, mud flats, sandy beaches, 
mangroves, and estuaries around river mouths. The South China Sea is a major water body 
containing a large and diverse fish fauna. However, many areas of the South China Sea, 
particularly in Malaysia and Vietnam, have been poorly studied in terms of fish taxonomy 
and diversity. Local fish scientists and students have frequently faced difficulty when try-
ing to identify fishes in their home countries.

During the International Training Program of the Japan Society for Promotion of Science 
(ITP of JSPS), two graduate students of Kagoshima University, Mr. Mizuki Matsunuma 
(the first editor of this book) and Mr. Masatoshi Meguro, were provided with the opportu-
nity to survey marine fishes along the east coast of peninsular Malaysia at the Institute of 
Oceanography and Environment (INOS), Universiti Malaysia Terengganu (UMT). Their 
faunal study succeeded through cooperative activities between Malaysian and Japanese 
ichthyologists, and resulted in this field guide, “Fishes of Terengganu – East coast of Ma-
lay Peninsula, Malaysia”, that includes taxonomic accounts with color photographs of 441 
species belonging to 276 genera of 108 families. This field guide could not have been com-
pleted without the help of Prof. Noor Azhar bin Mohamed Shazili, Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Academic and Internationalization) of UMT, Dr. Zainudin bin Bachok, Deputy Director 
of INOS, Mr. Yusri bin Yusuf, Lecturer of INOS and Mrs. Siti Tafzilmeriam bt. Sheikh Ab-
dul Kadir, Research Officer of South China Sea Reference Center & Repository at INOS. 
Funds to publish this field guide were provided through grants from UMT and the National 
Museum of Nature and Science.

Keiichi Matsuura

Director of Department of Zoology
National Museum of Nature and Science
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Noor Azhar bin Mohamed Shazili

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic and International Affairs) 
Universiti Malaysia Terengganu

This field guide to the fishes of Terengganu was intended to assist local fisheries bi-
ologists in the identification of fishes in the coastal zone of Malaysia and the publication 
of this book is timely as there has always been a shortage of such guides in this region. 
This publication is the culmination of collaborative efforts of scientists from Universiti 
Malaysia Terengganu and Kagoshima University, and is another significant milestone in 
the long history of collaboration between the two institutions. This effort would not have 
been possible without the support of Kagoshima University and their students who spent 
many months in Terengganu, and the support of the Institute of Oceanography and Envi-
ronment, Universiti Malaysia Terengganu for providing the laboratories, equipment and 
logistical support. Our sincere gratitude also goes to scientists from University Malaysia 
Sabah and Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia for their chapter contributions. Universiti Ma-
laysia Terengganu especially appreciates the effort of Prof. Hiroyuki Motomura in leading 
the study in Malaysia from the very beginning.

This work shows that taxonomic studies of fishes in this region still have important 
contributions to be made, as a number of new species were identified in the coastal zone. 
We hope this field guide will be useful in assisting scientists in fish identification in the 
Malaysian context.

Preface
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