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The Effect of the Initial Population Density of Root-knot Nematode on the Growth
and Yield of Sweet Pepper
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Summary

The influence of initial population density of root knot nematodes (Meloidogyne spp.) on the growth and
fruit yield of sweet pepper was investigated. Sweet pepper seedlings were planted in different nematodes
population density levels soils and these were cultivated for 95 days. The shoot dry matter production and
fruit yield decrease by 29% and 37% for population density of 1.8 number g" soil, by 33% and 51% for
population density of 26.3 number g soil, by 40% and 44% for population density of 70.1 number g soil,
respectively. These results indicate that root knot nematodes causes serious economic damage to sweet
pepper production even at very low initial population density level of 1 number g soil.

Key Words: growth and yield, initial population density, root-knot nematode (Meloidogyne spp.), sweet

pepper.
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