W1 St ddat N\ % 2558 & BLIR
——RRK BRI OFH 2 i il—

P OB

Post-war Historical Transition and Present Situation of
Regional Women’s Associations

—A case study of Yamato village in Amami-Oshima—

Qingzhi JI

Abstract

This paper discusses about the women’s associations of Yamato village in Amami Island during the post-
war period. Especially during the period under the US administration, the women’s associations of Yamato
village organized many activities in order to reduce the labor burden on women and improve their social
status. The rapid economic growth in 1970s and 1980s affected the existing way of regional woman’s asso-
ciation. Today, half of the settlements in Yamato village don’t have their own regional women’s associations
partly because many of the women in Yamato village became indifferent to the associations, which is the
primary factor that caused the decline of the associations. The changes in the women’s lifestyle and the way of
thinking along with the changes in social environment of women seem to have caused the problems in the ex-
istence and development of regional women'’s associations. On the other hand, their contribution to the devel-
opment of women and regional societies could not be denied. Even we could say that the decline of regional
women’s associations can be seen as a result of the awakening of women’s awareness brought by the activities

of the women’s associations.
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