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A Study on the Needs of Nurses Entering a Graduate School

in A Prefecture
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Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate the needs of nurses working at hospitals in A Prefecture, to whom informa-
tion may be provided about our Department; thereby making it clear how they think about entering graduate school for
nursing jobs, the data of which would be basic materials for facilitating advancement into graduate school.

In December, 2012, questionnaires were sent to 220 nurses at 3 different facilities, and consequently we received 178
responses out of which 89 nurses have been chosen for this analysis.

14 nurses (15.7%) expressed their intent to enter a graduate school. By age, those in their 30°s showed the highest
rate (8, 22.9%).

As for the reasons to enter a graduate school, typical answers were: “want to learn more”, “career enhancement”, and
“upskilling”. On the other hand, reasons for not wanting to enter a graduate school included “difficulty in doing both work

CLENNY3

and study”, “issues related to childcare and family”, “anxiety about situation after finishing the graduate school”,
“financial reason”, and “no idea or no prospect”. Furthermore, we found some misunderstanding in that some respondents

even believed that they were not eligible. This is probably due to lack of information.

Key words: nurse, needs of entering graduate school, lifelong education

— 12 —



