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Summary

This research is an attempt to shed light on the role of two marginal areas of early modern Japan
by comparing trade in those areas from an archaeological standpoint.

In the “REPORTS”, data was gathered about the circulation of ceramics in the Nansei Islands in
the early modern period by cataloging the ceramics of an old family in Setouchi on Amami-Oshima
as well as doing an archaeological survey in Mishima and Toshima which lie between Kagoshima
and Ryukyu.

From the survey in Mishima and Toshima, there was no significant difference in the circulation
of period ceramics from the mainland with what can be seen on the Kagoshima mainland, showing
that the two island groups were dependent on the circulation areas to the north via Kagoshima.
However in Toshima, since Qing porcelain was found on all of the inhabited islands surveyed,
this indicates the possibility of a close connection with Okinawa, too. In addition, with reference
to archives from the mid-Meiji Period (late 1800s), we are able to summarize the circulation of
ceramics in Mishima and Toshima as follows:

1.  Ceramics were acquired incidentally from boats that were passing for many different reasons
including official vessels.

1. The ceramics came from both Kagoshima in the north and Amami and Okinawa in the south.
This is particularly true of Toshima.

1. The ceramics acquired were not only for everyday use, but also used as offerings in shrines
and hokora.

The cataloging of the ceramics that had been passed down in the old family on the island of
Kakeroma in Setouchi (Amami-Oshima) showed in part what ceramics were deemed necessary by
such powerful families in the Nansei Islands. The survey confirmed the difference in composition
and characteristics between archaeological finds, which are basically discarded items, and ceramics
that are handed down the generations. Put simply, to understand the circulation of ceramics in any
area, you need to look at both together.

In the “ARTICLS”, Sekine Tatsuhito’s detailed examination of the excavated state of archaeological
evidence of Japanese artefacts in Ainu society points to the economic annexation of Ezochi
(present-day Hokkaido) well before the political. In other words, the loss of economic independence
of the Ainu was already under way due to the massive influx of Japan-made goods, ranging from
tools to prestige items. As a result, in the 18th century unequal trade extremely disadvantaging to
the Ainu had become the norm; and Japan had begun producing goods specifically for the Ezochi
market such as lacquerware, glass beads and Ezogatana swords.

By contrast, Ikeda Yoshifumi conducted a comparative investigation of trade in early modern
Ryukyu, in particular of the circulation of ceramics, from historical documents and archaeological
data. From the documents, which give a detailed account of the tributary trade between Ryukyu
and the Qing Dynasty, he reveals that Ryukyu at that time relied heavily on Qing products for
everyday use. However, he states that the archaeological data indicates that besides Qing porcelain,
they were also using for different purposes Okinawan-made pottery and mainland ceramics
(Hizenware and Satsumaware) that would have entered Ryukyu through Satsuma Domain.

As mentioned before, my research in Mishima and Toshima indicates that different trade routes
were bringing in different ceramics, with both island groups dependent on the Kagoshima mainland
trade area for ceramics made in mainland Japan and, especially in Toshima, Qing porcelain
circulating there via Okinawa
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The findings thus far lead to several questions.

The first is the relationship between politics and the economy. As Sekine points out the economic
annexation of Ezochi had occurred before political annexation. On the other hand, in early modern
Ryukyu, the Ryukyu Kingdom was engaged in tributary trade with the Qing Dynasty where the
political framework regulated economic activities. In other words, despite both being marginal areas
their set-up was rather different.

Thinking about what caused this difference, one more question arises, that of the relationship
between state and non-state. The Ryukyu Kingdom and Satsuma Domain, though not necessarily
always on an equal basis, were able to have rules and controls for economic activities because they
were acting state to state, whereas Matsumae Domain and the Ainu, acting on a state to non-state
basis, frequently drifted from the political framework: the Ainu side lost the right to even draw up
the rules resulting in them having to become dependent on the national Japanese economy. Having
said that, when considering the political, economic and cultural relationship between the Ainu
and Japan, it is important to remember that the Ainu themselves were adapting Japanese-made
products and incorporating them into their cultural context.

However, the findings of this research prove that archaeological data is a valid approach in
reconstructing economic activities in the form of trade when thinking about the relationship
between politics and the economy, and between states and non-states. As Ikeda says, even though
there are many detail records of the tributary trade between Ryukyu and the Qing Dynasty, the
archaeological evidence confirms ceramics from the mainland via Satsuma and Okinawan pottery
were also in circulation. The economic annexation of the Ainu can also been seen from excavated
artefacts. Ceramics found in Mishima and Toshima also point towards the existence of multi-
layered trade routes which is not clear from historical data.

Therefore, we can say that the key result of this research is realizing the necessity of a multi-
angled approach covering historical documents and archaeological data, state and non-state, politics
and economy to be able to understand the history of marginal areas of Japan.

Finally, this research has led to questions and developments for further investigation.

In early modern Japan, it is known that there were “four gateways” to foreign lands, Matsumae
(Ainu) and Ryukyu (China), taken up in this research, as well as Nagasaki (Netherlands and China)
and Tsushima (Korea). As the diplomatic posts of their period, these four gateways had different
characters to other areas and their own individual histories. Therefore we can expect that their
trade, as evidenced in their archaeological data, would have also been different to other areas.
Needless to say, there is already a lot of research on the special characteristics of the individual
gateways. However the similarities and differences of these diplomatic posts as marginal areas have
not yet been fully looked into using cross comparisons. The necessity for this kind of research on
the four gateways would also relativize the findings of this paper.

What is more, the survey of Mishima and Toshima was no more than a preliminary archaeological
investigation. The distribution survey only covered the artefacts found on the surface, and
the amount of archaeological data is far from plentiful. This means there is a need for formal
archaeological data such as from specific sites and layers. In order to ascertain what kind of
ceramics people in the Nansei Islands were using and what changes there were over time,
archaeological excavation of early modern sites is needed.

The archaeological research of marginal areas in early modern Japan has only just begun and
there are still many questions left to be answered. However when thinking about the “shape” of
Japan at that time, it is essential for these marginal areas to be understood, to which end it is hoped
that this research will be of help. (Translated by Steve Cother)
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