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Research on the effects of the Heisei municipal merger
upon international exchange of small local governments:

Case study of non-renewed exchange agreements in Kagoshima Prefecture
KATANODA, Yuko

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to show the effects of municipal mergers upon international exchange of small
local governments through the consideration of specific examples from the aspect of local communities. In
Japan, the Heisei municipal merger started in 1999, and the number of cities, towns, and villages was greatly
decreased by 2010. However, detailed investigations focusing on the present situation and issues upon the
international exchange activities of small local governments from the perspective of the municipal merger
have rarely been conducted.

Therefore, this research paper focuses on two non-renewed friendship city agreements of merged small
local governments in Kagoshima prefecture as the subject to introduce such local governments’ international
exchange activities, incorporated before and after, and analyze them based on three criteria: key persons,
organizations, and empowerment. In the research, qualitative analyses were mainly employed. The results
indicate that the three criteria were not evident before the merger. Therefore, their friendship city agreements
were not renewed. Moreover, the effects of the municipal merger on the community are as follows: (1)
exchange activities in the area lost; (2) information sharing declined; (3) tendency towards insularity. The
present results suggest that the international exchange of small local governments are effective in local

revitalization.

Keywords : Heisei municipal merger, merged small local governments, international exchange
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