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The possibility of an archaeological prospection of early-modern kiln sites
— A case study of the Naeshirogawa kiln sites —

Akihiro KANEDA and Yoshiro WATANABE

Abstract

The Naeshirogawa kiln sites in Miyama (Hioki City, Kagoshima Prefecture) are a prime example of
early-modern Satsuma ware kilns and are thus extremely important for research into the history of Satsuma-
ware. However, there had been few archaeological surveys until 2006 when Watanabe started conducting suc-
cessive distributional and location surveys to collect fundamental data about the sites. In 2008 Kaneda carried
out archaeological prospection (magnetic and ground penetrating radar surveys) of confirmed and presumed
sites. These surveys made it possible to confirm a presumed site without having to excavate and furthermore
make it easier to determine which of the two types of kiln the site was: either a single-chambered or consecu-
tive-chambered climbing kiln. The results gave valuable information that can be used to decide what excava-
tion method to use to acquire data and to draw up plans for preservation of the site. The results have also
contributed in establishing a systematic survey method for kiln sites from distribution survey to excavation.
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