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Abstract

Human hepatocyte growth factor (HGF) was first discovered in plasma from fulminant hepatic failure
as a potent mitogen for adult hepatocytes in 1985, and it was purified from the patients’ plasma in 1986
in our laboratory. However, subsequent studies have revealed that HGF has various physiological activi-
ties such as mitogen, motogen, morphogen and angiogen to most of epithelial and endothelial cells. Thus,
HGF is now known as a broad-spectrum and multifunctional cytokine involved in a variety of physiological
processes, including tissue development, regeneration and wound healing. In this review, a history how
HGF was discovered is described. It is also described the physiological roles of HGF, especially in oral

biology.
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HGF#E &

LN BB Wk
(pg/ml)

iR i 200 + 170 (41)
BIE AT %% 12,140 + 14,420 (40, 41)

SRR 550 =+ 1,040 (41)

FEAsA 480 + 300 (41)

SRS 2,300 £+ 610 (47)
o X B 30.7 + 9.8 (48, 49)
TN 7 — 81.2 + 32.7 (48, 49)

i ey 186 - 290*2 (50)

itk 453 — 619*? (50)

WRESLTE T ER 1,700 = 730 (44)

B R R 3,230 + 1,010 (44)

(pg/mg creatinine)

R s 9 + 2 (51)

fRE 19.3 £ 7.1*3 (43)

BEhEAs A 139 £+ 45 (51)

BEE, *2 % &FEY + SD,
*1 MREREEL X O ERE,
*2 THREB IO FRE,

*3 BKEHGF ELISATHIE,
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