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Preparation of Composite Particles Containing Shirasu Microballoon as Core Materials

Kazuya IJICHI and Souichi NAGAI

Shirasu is one of the volcanic ejecta from the volucanic activities of Mt. Sakurajima and it is

distributed widely all over the southern part of Kyushu. Shirasu is an attractive raw material
and many products from it have been developed such as Shirasu porous glass, zeolite, Shirasu
opal and Shirasu baloon. Recently, Shirasu microballoon has developed, which diameter is about
10 ym and is smaller in two orders of magnitude than that of the Shirasu balloon.

The objective of this study is manufactures of composite particles containing Shirasu micro-

balloon as core materials. The particles was prepared by in situ polymerization of styrene and

divinylbenzene. A scaning electoron microscope and optical micrcscope were employed to show

the spherical nature of the particles.
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