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Social Science Field : Summary

KUWAHARA ~ Sueo
Faculty of Law and Humanities , Kagoshima University

The purpose of this project, as a whole, is to propose ways to the realization of an autonomous

development in small islands, in general and in Yoron Island, in particular. The autonomy of the small
islands means to overcome the problems of limited human and natural resources while maintaining
the diverse natural environment and the socio-cultural characteristics. Furthermore, it also means to
maintain a long-term stable admimnistration of island societies by developing the coordination among
people, substances, information and resources within and outside the area.
The main objective of our social studies group was to extract the unique humanistic and social
scientific issues for the autonomous development in small islands through field research n Yoron
Island. ~ Specifically, considering the themes of migration, tourism and the preservation of culture and
nature, in order to reveal the cultural and social conditions for the autonomous development of Yoron
Island.

The most important keyword we reached as a conclusion was the word 'coordination’.

Kuwahara pointed out that the sharp decrease of tourists after the tourism boom brought the
opportunity for the solidarity and for coordinating scattered human and tourist resources in organic
ways, and thus created new projects, organizations, cooperative relationships and various events in
Yoron Island.

Nagashima also clearly asserted that the boosting of spontaneity, formation of co-governance,
development of sustainability, rediscovery of advantages and the coordination of all of these factors
are the important issues for the regional development in small islands, in general and Yoron Island, in
particular.

The case study about making Greek village done by Tajima also showed that the coordination
between the native Yoron islanders and immigrants resulted in good ways for the enhancement of
regional development in Yoron.

Hirai's analysis on the issue of the union of Yoron town and the two towns in neighboring Okierabu
island into one, seems to suggest, that, there can be seen the Yoron islander's confidence and the sense
of solidarity behind the decision against the union and opting of the self-reliance. During the time of
tourism boom, people could make a living very easily because tourists kept coming without much
efforts. After the boom was over, people experienced the hard time to make a living,

However, various efforts have been made by the townspeople to bring back the tourists. Likewise,
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the enhanced morale, solidarity and the sense of oneness among the islanders, may have contributed
to the greater majority of the people in opting for self-reliance. And this resulted in the negative vote
against the union.

Our research showed the present situations and possible general guidelines of the Yoron Islanders,
as mentioned above. However, we should be more concrete in proposing cultural and social
conditions, and means for the autonomy of islanders. These are the issues left behind for further

studies in the near future.



