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Summary

We surveyed the nesting and foraging sites of herons in Tarumizu City and Sakurajima, Kagoshima Prefecture, during
the period from March to December, 2004. We observed 7 species of herons, Egretta alba, E. intermedia, E. garzetta,
Bubulicus ibis, Ardea cinerea, Nycticorax nycticorax, and Butorides striatus, in the study area. A. cinerea and E. garzetta
were observed much more frequently than the other five species of herons. Foraging sites differed among the heron spe-
cies. A. cinerea and B. ibis had a strong preference for a certain type of habitat and foraged exclusively at fish farms and
farmlands, respectively. While, three egrets foraged in various types of habitat, such as fish farms, farmiands, rivers, and
tidal flats, but the main foraging sites differed among the three. E. alba and E. garzetta foraged more frequentiy on fish
farms, and E. intermedia foraged mainly in rivers and on farmland. We observed seven colonies/nests in the study area.
All colonies and most nests were occupied by two or more species of heron throughout the study period. Colonies were
established in stands that seemed to be protected from invasion by natural enemies. Nests were established in stands
that were smaller in area than those with colonies and located near to foraging sites of herons. Nests were less stable
than colonies. We discuss the way to conserve herons without harmful effects on daily human activities.
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Fig.1 Study area and distribution of colonies and nests (A-G).
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