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Use of the botanical garden on the Korimoto campus of Kagoshima
University by the Pale Thrush, Turdus pallidus, in the wintering season
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Summary

In order to evaluate habitat use in urban areas by the Pale Thrush, we regularly captured the birds with mist nets and
banded their legs with metal or color rings in the botanical garden on the Korimoto campus of Kagoshima University from
October 2007 to May 2008 and from October 2008 to April 2009. The Pale Thrush was captured 118 and 58 individuals
in total from October 2007 to May 2008 and from October 2008 to April 2009, respectively. Among them, 30 individuals
were recaptured several times in one season in the garden. The length of time from their first release to final recapture
ranged from 7 to 161 days. Of two juvenile female thrushes released on 7 February 2008, one was recaptured on 18
March 2009 and the other was on 18 April 2009 in the garden. These results suggest that the Pale Thrush stay not only
for a short period but also for a long period in the garden, and some of them come back to winter in the garden in two
or more winter seasons.

Key words : wintering, autumn migration, Pale Thrush, habitat in urban area, bird banding
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Fig. 1. Seasonal changes in the number of the Pale Thrush
newly captured in wintering seasons. Bars are standard
erTors.
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Table 1. Number of individuals of the Pale Thrush newly cap-
tured and recaptured in the botanical garden in winter-
ing seasons.

Season Captures Recaptures Captures/day Recaptures/day
Oct. 2007-May 2008 118 22 2.9 1.2
Oct. 2008-Apr. 2009 58 9 39 0.7
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Fig. 2 Time of capture and recapture of each individuals of the Pale Thrush.
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