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Present state of the native food resources plants
in the Amami-Ohshima
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Abstract

Recently, the native edible plants cultivated until now seems to be rapidly disappearing
because of the large-scale introduction of cash crops and the change of the diet. Then, the
hearing investigation was carried out for the purpose of clarifying present state of native
edible plants cultivated in the Amami-Ohshima. Though native plants were abounding,
the plants which seemed to be endemic species was not confirmed. However, in the
interview, there was mainly the impression that the plants cultivated in the
Amami-Ohshima had better perfume and taste than the commercial plants. From these
results, the possibility of selecting variety or strain suitable for the environment of the

Amami was indicated.
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