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Fig. 1 Rice Production in Italy (Annuario dell’
Agricoltura Italiana, 1987)
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Table 1. Progress of Rice Production

Planted Ratio  Production Yield Number Planted

area of area per of rice  area per
sowed ha farm farm
(1,000ha) (%) (metricton) (t) (ha)

1950 148 62 686 4.63 24,001 6.18
1955 173 60 863 4.98 25,898 6.69
1960 133 71 615 4.63 22,894 5.90
1965 131 91 506 3.87 17,373 7.54
1970 179 99 781 4.37 15,611 11.45
1975 175 100 982 5.60 12,163 14.41
1980 176 100 969 5.50 9,923 17.76
1985 187 100 1,195 6.38 8,298  22.56
1988 199 100 1,096 5.50 7,761 25.66

(Ente Nazionale Risi’s data)
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Table 2. Changes of Number of Rice Farm

1955 1966 1978 1988

Number of

rice farm 25,898 17,191 11,433 7,761

Rice area
planted (ha)

Planted area
per farm (ha) 6.69 8.00 16.63 25.66

Component ratio
by farm size (%)

less 10ha 85.2 80.5 60.9 44.8

11~50ha 12.4 16.7 30.7 40.1

over 50ha 2.5 2.8 8.4 15.2
(Dario Casati ; I1 Settore Risicolo Nella Sfida Della

Completa Unificazione Del Mercato Comune Europeo , 1988)
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173,319 137,546 190,121 199,159

Table 3. Rice Production by Variety

Variety

Production -
short medium long

(metric ton) (%) (%) (%)

1946 - 50 598 74 13 13
1951 - 55 852 66 11 24
1956 - 60 676 53 14 34
1961 - 65 607 42 15 44
1966 - 70 717 36 13 51
1971 - 75 927 34 18 49
1976 - 80 914 28 20 52
1981 - 85 1,031 21 34 45
1986 - 88 1,113 15 43 42

(Ente Nazionale Risi’s data)
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Table 4. Increasing of Exported Rice

Exported

. ratio to EEC ratio
rice

Production

(metric ton) (metric ton) (%) (metricton) (%)

1967 - 68 729 332 45 125 38
1972 - 73 755 306 40 163 53
1977 - 78 667 480 72 239 50
1982 - 83 1,010 764 76 338 44
1987 - 88 1,099 697 63 390 56

(Ente Nazionale Risi’s data)
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Summary

During the past 30 years a drastic change from the method of trans-planting to that of direct-sowing
has been brought forth in the rice-farming system in Italy.  The aim of this research is to ascertain the
technical and economic conditions and to clarify the systematic mechanism of this transformation set on
rice-farmings.

In summer seasons in 1982 and 1989, at some rice-farms in Rosate lying on the basin of the Po River,
for the purpose of solving the problem how to change the rice-farming systems, surveys were carried out,
collecting the data concerning the farm-management structure under which rice culture has been practiced
with sowing in the flooded paddy.

In 1960s, in Milano and Torino, commerce and industries have developed remarkably, absorbing a lot
of agricultural laborers from the rural areas, bringing about a lack of seasonal laborers indispensable for
the transplanting and harvesting of rice, which was assumed to be the main factor of this change.

The new rice-farming system has been formed on the basis of a team of large sized tractor, broadcaster,
and combine.  Almost all of the complicated operations indispensable in rice-farming, including both
preparations of the paddy and sowing, weeding and harvesting, are being performed by means of the
mechanical and chemical tools and apparatuses.

To realized the wonderful results of this advancement we have only to see the fact that in order to
cultivate, weed, thresh, and so on one hectore of rice field, only 35 to 50 hours are required now in a well-
organized rice farm in contrast to the fact that as much as 742 hours were needed as late as 1960.

Henceforward, for the purpose of making it much more adopted to the newly mechanized system,
improvements have been being carried out upon the rice varieties, cultural practices, and field conditions.

Consequently, the avarage yield of rice has increased from 4.37 tons per hectore in 1970 to 5.50 tons
in 1988.

The number of rice farms is now 7,761, in contrast to the fact that it was 22,894 in 1960, however the
avarage rice-growing area has increased from 5.80 hectores per farm to 25.66 hectores in same period.

Up to 1950, the so-called ‘ordinary’ (or short) varieties were predominant, reaching 74% of the total
production.  Since then, however, the so-called ‘semi-fine’ (or medium ) and ‘fine’ (or long) varieties
have been getting prestige, and nowdays about 85% of the Italy’s rice production is derived from these
varieties.

Nearly 37 percent (400 metric tons) is sent to the domestic markets or re-used in the farms. The
balance, ranging from 600 to 750 metric tons, has been exported-pushing Italy up to an outstanding position
in the international marketing-places. = More than one half of the exported amount has been purchased
by the European Economic Community Countries (chiefly France, the United Kingdom, Germany and
Holland) , the remainder of which is being sold to non-E.E.C. Countries. Rice, thus, has become one of
the most important agricultural products for exporting in the present-day Italy.

Promoted by these changes brought about recently in the technical and economic conditions, the rice-
farming system based on the direct sowing method has come to be rooted in the Italian farms.



