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Studies on the Dedication of Flowers at the Tomb of Ancestors
1. Analysis of Seasonal Changes in Cut Flowers Dedicated
at Tombs in the Toso Cemetery, Kagoshima

Eisuke MATSsuo
(Laboratory of Ornamental Horticulture and Floriculture)
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Table 1.

in Kagoshima

Classification and number of plant sorts observed during August, 1978 to July, 1979 at the Toso Cemetery

Plant type Showy plant Sub— Green plant Total
Branch total Branch No. (%)
or leaf Flower Fruit or leaf

A) Total number of plants observed during the examination period

Herbaceous plant 3 79 4 86 5 91 (56)

Evergreen woody plant 8 10 7 25 24 49 (30)

Deciduous woody plant 2 18 0 20 3 23 (14)

Total 13 107 11 131 32 163 (100)

(%) (8) (66) (7) (80) (20) (100)

B) Number of plants observed at higher frequency*’

Herbaceous plant 0 29 2 31 1 32 (58)

Evergreen woody plant 2 2 2 6 13 19 (35)

Deciduous woody plant 0 2 0 2 2 4 (7

Total 2 33 4 39 16 55 (100)

(%) (4) (60) %) (71) (29) (100)

C) Number of plants observed at the highest frequency*?

Herbaceous plant 0 13 1 14 1 15 (63)

Evergreen woody plant 0 0 0 0 8 8 (33)

Deciduous woody plant 0 0 0 0 1 1 (4

Total 0 13 1 14 10 24 (100)

(%) (0) (54) 4) (58) (42) (100)

*! Plants observed more than 4 times a year or at the tombs of more than 20 among 200 tombs checked.

*? Plants observed more than 10 times a year or at the tombs of more than 40 among 200 tombs checked.
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Fig. 1. Monthly changes in numbers of plant

sorts observed (black circle) and
those in percentages of plants obser-
ved more than 10 % (white circle)
or 209% (star) of tombs among
checked 200 tombs.
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Fig. 3. Monthly changes in frequency of
green plants, showy plants or their
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Table 2. Classification and plant sort observed at the highest frequency*?

Showy plant

Green plant

Flower

Fruit Branch or leaf

Herbaceous @ *? Patrinia scabiosaefolia
plant #  Dianthus caryophyllus
#® Chrysanthemum molifolium
® Antirrhinum majus
® Calendula officinalis
%  Gladiolus gandavensis
® Celosia cristata
® Matthiola incana
® Lilium longiflorum
® Dianthus barbatus
® Belamcanda chinensis
® Musa coccinea

® Fyeesia reflacta

® Capsicum annuum

® Sedum alborsoseum

Evergreen
woody

plant

#  Juniperus chinensis

#  Cleyera ochnacea

#  Hlicium religiosum

# Cycas revoluta

#® Eurva japonica

#  Chamaecyparis obtusa

#  Chamaecyparis obtusa var.

® Pinus thunbergii

Deciduous woody plant

® Litsea cubeba

*1) For explanation, refer to Table I.

*2) ® : Plants observed at the tombs of 40 among 200 ones checked, and # : Plants observed more than 10 times a

year.
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Plant sort 1979 1978 Rel_atwg "
1 3 5 7 9 11 unit price
Eurya japonica 00000000000 _
Cleyera ochnacea 60 000 O0COOOO0O O O —
Hllicium religiosum 0 0000 OOOT® O OO O —
Cycas revoluta © 000 00O O0O0OGO0OO O —
Chamaecyparis obtusa var. © © o © 0 0 o © 0 0 o © _
Chamaecyparis obtusa © 0o 00 O0o0O0OO0O0 OO0 —
Juniperus chinensis 000000 OO O o0 o —
Litsea cubeba ® ® ¢ 0 O ° —
Pinus thunbergii ® o o o o0 _
Chrysanthemum molifolivm @@ @ © 0 OO 0O OOO® 100
Antirrhinum majus e @® 0 o o o 28
Dianthus caryophyllus o e ® ® 0 0 0 o o 64
Matthiola incana e o @00 o o 94
Lilium longiflorum LN B o o 209
Calendula officinalis e ¢ @ e o e 21
Freesia reflacta °© o @®o o 21
Gladiolus gandavensis °© e 0@ o 0000 e e 111
Dianthus barbatus ©c0c 000 33
Musa coccinea ° ° ° ® 00 0 o0 o0 330
Capsicum annuum o @0 o o 239
Sedum alboroseum c e @@ o 234
Celosia cristata c@® e o 63
Patrinia scabiosaefolia ® © 41
Belamcanda chinensis o @ o 68
o ° ® [ ) .
Usage*®? 1 ~ 10 ~ 20 — 40 ~ 60 ~ 82
Fig. 5. Monthly usage of plant sorts of highest degree of observation and their whole-

sale unit price.

*1) Indices of monthly mean wholesale price of each plant, as compared to that

of chrysanthemum.
*2) Observation in percent.
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Table 3. Usage of Cleyera ochnacea and Iilicium
religiosum observed at the tombs in the Toso
Cemetery in Kagoshima during August , 1978
to July, 1979

Usage Cleyera ochnacea Tllicium religiosum

Number of %  Number of %
tombs tombs

Exclusively 28 44 .4 32 33.6

Combined with green plants 6 9.5 6 7.2

Combined with showy plants 29 46.0 45 54.2

Total 63 100 82 100
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Summary

This study was designed to investigate the seasonal changes of the sorts and the characteristics of
cut flowers which were dedicated at the tombs of the Toso Cemetery, Kagoshima. Dedicated cut
flowers were monthly checked at the sampled 200 tombs during August, 1978, to July, 1979.

Approximately 160 plant sorts were observed during the examination period, of which 6 parts were
of herbaceous plants and 4 parts of woody plants ; or 8 parts of showy plants and 2 parts of green plants,
in number, respectively.

Green plants and showy plants were in combined use in general. The number of plant sorts per
tomb was different with month, being 4.1 (greatest) in March and 2.0 (smallest) in October. Mostly
used plants were Eurya japonmica for green plants and chrysanthemum for showy ones, these were
observed at tombs of more than 50 % and 60 % among the checked tombs, respectively.

Plant sorts showing highest frequency of observation, i. e. , those which were observed more than
10 times a year, or at the tombs countering more than 40 among the checked 200 tombs, suggested that
people dedicate or long to use the cut flowers which are showy, good in keeping quality and economical.



