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Studies on the Amenity Horticulture in Japan
2. On the Shimin-Noen (Residents Farm) in Kagoshima

Eisuke MATSsUO
(Laboratory of Ornamental Horticulture and Floriculture)
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Fig. 1. Sample of the questionnaire and answers. Questions
15~25 were omitted because they were not directly
concerned with the Shimin-Noen (Residents Farm).

i,
BRETREFOEHIKDLEL I THS. HITE
OFFEC L D, TN (OThAHOPLENS
9 1REREILAA) s (g b TRRY O k. 1£
B DA X2 20a. Z D7chic 1 Xl 20m? D50~
SBIZRERE L, ZTOfMDAS—AITEE, BEHL, ik
BHOZAH, WME (6m?), AT, KiE AN L
UK (BEREHERL 500 1 2 v 27 2MH) OFZBRD T
bt BMECHELORIBRIILZY 3, BED
77 1, A2y 71, VL—F 1, HF3I (FA)3 2
¥ 3, awm 3 H=< 2 Thot (Fig 2).
BBRS2EECII=2o0 8K (FHaE, o8,
HEAEE) e T 151 BENTiRc &L H
Ihiz (LE 1 ES). ARERIERCRVHE.
ABEPETEERCESh, Lichis THE S0
B13AHLRE 3 H250 ¥ THEETH - 1.
RO “ARBPETCKR LY L&
W& Richs, TR G OMER TEREIFE\E =T
TofER, TEEIIALULAS, TEE DL » T Wit
W & AT InZ B k.

4 WFE b LML TIRL W, (i =)
6 $FFUMtO LD L DL B-zt‘glibw.

3 bokBuhstdn

1. %TA%HFWT&
$7 Lo o TER.TIT IR Ttk 72 0mp0

3). HELLABRBXAH M0BTH-Te A
HX Tl EECEROFIA, REOKEL T
DWTCHBM I SR, b 2T, KEPHMN
Bt - HIER (B%H) W<z &, Zhb
DORIEEA (X)) »MEETHZ L&, READ
WENLFEHICITS & ETH 5.
ABEEBRIL, “KERIVWOEY HHI(ERE
TRERBEREREIT) V5 v 7Ly bEE
i, THIREZINALL 2y, PR~
Ly KLV IY, Y VFI, ZLYH(, &
HFDIshp bR 2 BEY EATEREFR
1% (A ForgEpcRmIhie. ¥l
IR OREEL AR E OFI I N, B
BEDEM T o 1otcdd, B ARFIBTE
WEESAEU . ok, BAEYMH, B, &, ek
BEML TE I ARE S E0 T

BREEDORFIABE, SR THESh-BEHOET
10A28H 7, 11148 3, 12H14H 2, 1514H 0, 2
A18H 2, 3A15H 15& DT 5T FAHD
BEIIERC ML sl b & OBBETEHE
2 ALRETIX TIER 2R CTFARTY L THIRETE
DD b sl ie, TIEENY AR THLRD ANE
THIEFTTHRLL OV IMLBETDHLH D, LI
3 AR ENZEL <MLl Ll ZhEITRE
BNz T3 AR F CRNETE S 052 JuT vk
Hl&, 2 A THMFCE LY T AL S 1.
DX I ARBIBIEEORE S L 5 ABLL,
ZOHKEZ AT LB ED oo TDOXSIHE
FORMEZID 1o bDD, —RICABRELZ D
THOTHY, A OAREL BEALEAHBRR
CEET) vy, B ESE HoME S AREED
BOLIRBD TN bbb, WOEBRICEKTS



KERZBET 2815 (2) 251

6] 17].‘a ol

Fig. 2. Snap shots of the Shimin-Noen (Residents Farm).

1. Information board, 2. and 3. Photos shot on the opening day, 4. Store,
5. Tap and tank, 6. Note, 7. and 8. Cultivated plants on the farms.
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Table 1. All plants** cultivated on the Shimin-Noen (Residents Farm) and classifications

Name

Japanese name Classification*?

Raphanus sativus L.
Spinacia oleracea L.

Brassica pekinensis Rupr.
Chrysanthemum coronarium L.
Allium fistulosum L.

Brassica spp.*?

Lactuca sativa L.

Brassica oleracea L. var. capitata L.
10. Allium wakegi Araki

11. Brassica oleracea L. var. botrytis L.
12. Brassica rapa L.

13. Daucus carota L.

14. Raphanus sativa L. var. radicula Pers.
15. Pisum sativum L.

16. Allium sativum L.

17. Beta vulgaris L. var. flavescens DC.
18. Brassica oleracea L. var. acephala DC.
19. Calendula officinalis L.

20. Alltum cepa L.

21. Dianthus sp.

22. Petroselinum sativum Hoffm.

23. Brassica japonica Sieb.

24. Allium odorum L.

25. Vicia faba 1.

26. Centaurea cyanus L.

27.  Antirrhinum majus L.

28. Dianthus caryophylius L.

29. Anemone sp.

30. Freesia reflacta Klatt.

31. Iris hollandica hort.

32. Helichrysum bracteatum Willd.

33. Ranunculus asiaticus L.

34. Papaver rhoeas L.

35. Tulipa gesneriana L.

36. Phaseolus vuigaris 1.

37. Allium bakeri Regel.

38. Apium graveolens L. var. dulce DC.
39.  Perilla flutescens Britton var. crispa DC.
40. Narcissus sp.

41. Platycodon sp.

42. Bellis perennis L.

LRI~

Brassica juncea Czern. et. Coss. var. integrifolia Sinsk.

Daikon
Horenso
Takana
Hakusai
Shungiku
Negi
Tsukena-rui
Retasu
Kanran
Wekegi
Hanayasai
Kabu

Ninjin
Hatsuka-daikon
Endo
Ninniku
Fudanso
Habotan
Kinsenka
Tamanegi
Nadeshiko
Paseri
Kyona

Nira
Soramame
Yagurumaso
Kingyoso
Kaneshon
Anemone
Furijia
Oranda-ayame
Mugiwaragiku
Ranankyurasu
Hinageshi
Tyurippu
Ingen (Saito)
Rakkyo
Serori

Shiso

Suisen

Kikyo

Deizi

OOO<<<<OOOOOOOOOO<<<<O<OO<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

N.B. *1 Plants are listed in order of the frequency of their appearance.

*2 V; vegetables and O; ornamental plants.

*3 They included Brassica chinensis L. (Shakushina), B. juncea Czern. et Coss. (Karashina), B. rapa L. var,
Dberviridis Bail. (Komatsuna) and B. pekinensis Rupr. (Hiroshimana).
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Average number of plant species/farm
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Fig. 3. Changing of the number of plant species
cultivated on the Shimin-Noen (Residents
Farm).
Number of plant species: Striped column;
0-3, dotted column; 4-6, white column;
7-9, and black column; more than 10.
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Fig. 4. Changing of the frequency appearance (A) and of the degree of cultivation (B) of the 10
plants mostly cultivated on the Shimin-Noen (Residents Farm).
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Table 2. Sex and age of the people who mainly worked in the Shimin-Noen (Residents Farm)
Age (years)
Sex 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60~ Total
Man 2 (1.6) 21 (17.2) 24 (19.7) 13 (10.7) 11 (9.0) 71 (58.2)
Woman 3 (2.4) 11 (9.0) 21 (17.2) 11 ( 9.0) 5 (4.1) 51 (41.8)
Total 5 (4.1) 32 (26.2) 45 (36.9) 24 (19.7) 16(13.1) 122(100.0)

Numbers in parentheses show percentage.

Table 3. Mode of transportation and time, required to come to the Shimin-Noen (Residents Farm).
Required time (min)

Method 0-10 11-30 31-60 61- Total

On foot 26 (21.3) 17 (13.9) 1 (0.¢) 0 (0.0) 44 (36.1)
By car 31 (25.4) 35 (28.7) 3 (2.5) 1 (0-8) 70 (57.4)
Others 1 (0.8) 3 (25) 3 (2.5) 1 (0-8) 8 (6.6)
Total 58 (47.5) 55 (45.1) 7 (5.7) 2 (1.6) 122(100. 0)
Numbers in parentheses show percentage.
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Summary

The Kagoshima Shimin-Noen (Residents Farm) is one of the governmental undertakings managed by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, which started in 1977, with the object of making the consumers experience
farming on the spot. To accomplish this purpose, three cities including Kagoshima City and one town were
entrusted with this program. In complying with this trust, Kagoshima City opened three farms, each one of which
consisted of about 50 fields of 20 m? These fields were lent out to citizens without charge for the period from
October 13, 1977 to March 25, 1978.

To find the nature of home gardening including the cultivation of the farms, the author observed the process
of the cultivation at the farms for 6 months and investigated by the questionnaire method about the citizen-farmers’
hope, expectations for the farm and their actual experience.

Most of the citizen-farmers were men in the prime of the life, and came to the farm by car, not on foot. To
about 359% of the citizen-farmers, farming was their first experience. They were enthusiastic in growing plants,
so enthusiastic that some of them even watered the fields right after a rainfall.

More than 40 plant species were cultivated on the farms, most of them being vegetables. In particular, big
white radish, spinach, Chrysanthemum cornarium (Shungiku) and leaf mustard were planted by more than 509
of the citizen-farmers. The quality of the farm produce was not always so good as that of the commercial goods,
and its price not so cheap, because of the insects’ damages, diseases, and/or insufficient nutrients. Thus, the
citizen-farmers learned by experience the difficulty of farming.

In spite of this, the citizen-farmers did enjoy their farming very much. Because 1) the farming in the suburbs
gave them a pleasant break in the natural environment blessed with sunshine, blue sky, fresh air, green plants,
etc., the appreciation of which they had been longing for, 2) the farm working provided them with a good
physical exercise, 3) it gave them a precious time and place for child education and a good human relationship
among family members, as well as fresh vegetables, and 4) the raising of plants itself was a great pleasure for
the citizen-farmers.

The above factors can be grouped into 2 characteristic features of home gardening under the heading of 1)
Karu-Yorokobi (Bliss of Acquiring Aimed Objects) and 2) Sodateru-Yorokobi (Bliss of Fostering Lives).



