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Résumé
Biochemical Studies on “White-Kgji Mold”
Aspergillus Kawachii Kitahara (])

K. Nishida and M. Yamamoto

N

Abuot twenty years ago Mr. G. Kawachi isolated “White-koji mold” from the “Black-
k6ji mold” Aspergillus awamori by mutation, and Dr. K. Kitahara has recently investigated
the mold, and named it Aspergillus Kawachii. In receat years, “White-kdji mold” are
coming into general use for brewing the “shoch” of superior quality.

We have attempted to study on the biochemistry of the “white-kdji mold” and in
this experiment the optimum pH for the growth of the mold, and for the total acid
formed by the mold were determined as follows =

(1) The optimum pH for the nermal growth was 5.0~6.6,

(?) 'The maximum point of the total acidity were about pH 2.5, 40 and 7.2 at the
first period of the culture, but ‘ the total acidity decreased more rapidly at the acidic
medium than at the alkaline. The optimum pH for the maximum total acidity, therefore,
was 7.2, .

(3) 'The pH of media found after the mold-culture changed as follows: pH 2.7 to 2.0
after 9 days, and pH 2.8 to 2.6 after 11 days, thus approximating to one another, with
the exception of the media, the initial pH of which were 2.5 and 2.0.
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