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1. Introduction

It is indeed a great pleasure for me to visit Kagoshima to see so much beautiful
scenery and witness the hospitality of its people. I truly appreciate meeting the
wonderful people, especially those of you in the University who work so hard to
maintain the existence of the Kagoshima University Research Center for the Pacific
Islands. I am sitting here on behalf of Ambassador FRITZ John who became very ill
recently and cannot make it to this important Symposium.

I will attempt to talk about the Federated States of Micronesia and how it
foresees Kagoshima University playing a pivotal role in expanding good relations
between people and government of the Federated States of Micronesia and Kagoshima.

The Federated States of Micronesia, FSM for short, is a group of 607 small islands
in the Western Pacific about 2,500 miles (about 4,000 km) southwest of Hawaii, lying
just above the Equator. Generally speaking, FSM comprises what is known as the
Eastern and Western Caroline Islands. While the country's total land area amounts to
only 270 square miles (700 km?), it occupies more than 1,000,000 square miles (2,600,000
km? of the Pacific Ocean, and ranges 1,600 miles (2,600 km) from East (Kosrae) to
West (Yap).

The Pacific Islands region has three groupings: (1) Melanesia, of which people
have dark skin (Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, PNG, and Fiji), (2) Polynesia which means
many islands (a grouping of large islands like Samoa, Cook Islands, Tonga), and (3)
Micronesia, many small islands (RMI, Palau, FSM, Nauru, Kiribati).

When we speak of Micronesia we do include Palau, Marshalls, and the Federated
States of Micronesia, but today I will focus my presentation on the Federated States
of Micronesia.

2. History

In 1525 Portuguese navigators in search of the Spice Islands (Indonesia) came
upon Yap and Ulithi. Spanish expeditions later made the first European contact with
the rest of the Caroline Islands and claimed sovereignty over the Islands until 1899.
Germany then administered the Caroline Islands until 1914. The Japanese navy took
military possession of the islands from Germany but only in 1920 did Japan begin its
formal administration under a League of Nations mandate. During this period sugar
cane, mining, fishing and tropical agriculture became the major industries.

After World War II the United Nations created the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands in 1947 which included Pohnpei, Chuuk, Yap, the Marshall Islands, Saipan, and
Palau, and the United States agreed to be Trustee of these islands.
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In 1978 Pohnpei, Chuuk, Yap, and Kosrae formed the Federated States of
Micronesia, while the Marshall Island and Palau became two separate Republics. So
when we speak of the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) we do not include Palau
and the Marshall Islands. The history, climate, culture, government structures, and
environmental needs of these two Republics are similar to those of the Federated
States of Micronesia, FSM.

3. Climate

FSM enjoys a tropical climate, with relatively warm temperatures throughout the
year. Rainfall is generally plentiful, and Pohnpei reputedly is one of the wettest places
on Earth, with up to 330 inches (838 cm) of rain per year.

4. Government

Established in 1986, the Federated States of Micronesia has developed steadily.
Our people enjoy a steady and peaceful life. FSM's foreign policy has been based on
a solid foundation of promoting world peace and stability. This is an objective we
share with our friends in Japan. The FSM Constitution provides for three separate
branches of government at the national level - Executive, Legislative and Judiciary.
The Congress of the FSM is unicameral with fourteen Senators representing the four
states of Pohnpei, Yap, Kosrae, and Chuuk.

5. Population
The total population of FSM stands at about 110,000 with Chuuk State over
55,000, Pohnpei next at over 35,000, State of Yap 12,000, and Kosrae State over 8,000.

6. Foreign Affairs

FSM has established diplomatic relations with over 60 countries and has 5
overseas missions, including the Permanent Mission in New York. The United States
and Japan have been strong development partners for FSM in almost all areas crucial
in the development of our young nation.

FSM and United States entered into a 15-year Compact of Free Association in
1986. This relationship expired in 2000. Compact II was agreed upon for 20 years
and will expire in 2023. Under this Free Association arrangement, the United States
Government has pledged to provide financial assistance to the Federated States of
Micronesia and FSM in turn gives the use of its water and air space and defense to
the United States. That makes the United States FSM's number one donor country
with Japan second.

7. FSM-Japan Relationship

The FSM established diplomatic relations with Japan in 1988. Japan is the first
Asian country to extend diplomatic recognition to FSM. The bilateral relationship
between FSM and Japan marks its 22nd anniversary this year, and is distinctively
built on common values and shared interests. Our relationship, once confined to
fisheries, have strengthened and expanded to diversified ties over an extensive range
of technological cooperation, human resource development, cultural exchanges, sports,
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and so forth.

PALM 5 held in Hokkaido last year supported a very important concept—the
“The Kizuna Plan.” The Japan and Pacific Island Leaders envisage a region where its
people come to appreciate each others cultures and customs and continue to live in
harmony with each other. The exchange of students and other people at all levels is a
vital element to a peaceful society.

This year also marks the 25th year since the Kagoshima University Research
Center for the Pacific Islands conducted its first research project in the States of
Pohnpei and Chuuk in 1985 with the hope of cultivating lasting relationship with
the people of Micronesia. A series of researches followed. It should be noted that
the relationship between the Kagoshima University and the Federated States of
Micronesia was there even before diplomatic relations between FSM and Japan
were formalized. As alluded to earlier, Japan was the first Asian country to establish
diplomatic relations with FSM and also the first Asian country that had substantial
direct involvement and tangible presence in Micronesia from the end of the First
World War to the end of the Second World War.

I am proud to mention that FSM and Japan have nurtured a cooperative and
friendly relationship over the years. The long-standing relationship between our two
countries is bonded through historical ties. People of FSM take great pride in their
special traditional link with the people of Japan, the result of Japanese presence in
the islands. The presence has naturally left a Japanese heritage in the form of blood
relations, Japanese language, and some ways of life. A recent study reported that 20%
of the FSM population has Japanese blood and it does contribute to the strong bond
we come to enjoy today. However, this traditional link is threatened and certainly
fading away with the older generations of both Japanese and Micronesians now
reaching their time. We must do our very best to revive and nurture this special link
since we might be losing an element that has brought us together and enriched us for
so long.

How do we connect or re-connect this important and special linkage? I am
confident that the Kagoshima University Research Center for the Pacific Islands is
an answer to the question. The University can play a vital role in bridging the gap
between people and culture of FSM and Kagoshima. In fact, the University has been
doing just that with the creation of its Research Center for the South Pacific in 1981,
later renamed the Kagoshima University Research Center for Pacific Studies in 1988.
The renewed Research Center whose inauguration we are fortunate to witness, in my
honest assessment, will further nourish this good existing relationship and expand it to
a higher level. It is our hope that Kagoshima University and the College of Micronesia
also develop some student exchange programs to further foster the good people-to-
people relationships between our two countries not only for today but for the future
as well. As vividly put in the FSM Constitution, the ocean does not separate us but
connects us. Connecting the Kagoshima University and higher Institutions in the FSM
is a sure way the students of the two institutions can come to understand each other.
We share the blue ocean and we are Pacific Islanders.

The interactions cultivated during those research years between research teams
and families and people in the States of Yap, Kosrae, Chuuk, and Pohnpei will continue
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to hold us together. I can also see that Kagoshima and islands in Micronesia share
some common island lifestyles. FSM has always supported the Research program and
other important activities conducted by the Research Center, and will continue to
cooperate In supporting future activities of the Center. The data collected from the in-
depth surveys are useful for the Government of the FSM and other higher institutions
elsewhere in the Pacific region. We have established good communication and we
should maintain the link that way to enhance the Center moving with its future
development in education and research activities.

In closing please allow me few minutes to touch upon a very vital undertaking
that the FSM Embassy in Tokyo is confidently engaging with along with many
Japanese friends. Like any other Pacific Island Countries FSM is opening its door
for tourists with its traditional hospitality so that discerning visitors can enjoy our
beautiful, safe and comfortable haven for rest, recreation and relaxation. To make sure
we realize the goal to develop our tourist sector the Embassy in Tokyo has launched
a campaign in promoting an initiative called “Rainbownesia’. The Rainbownesia
initiative brands FSM as a sustainable and environment friendly destination for
Japanese tourists. With the completion of the airport extension project in Pohnpei
funded by Japanese Government in March next year, the FSM Embassy is hoping
to bring in the first direct flight from Narita to Pohnpei next year. I invite interested
people and businesses in Kagoshima to join us in this effort, which we believe will
further deepen the understanding and cooperation between our two peoples and
governments. Please register today as a member of the Supporters Club. There are
applications available somewhere in the room for you to consider. Thank you all for
the opportunity to speak before you today.
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