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On the purposes of foreign language education in the 21st century
—Focusing on two extremes in teaching foreign languages—

Akihiko HiGucHI

Abstract

The English language has attained the unprecedented status of being an international language. As it
has become more widespread, the issue of the purposes of foreign language education has emerged from two
views of teaching English : culture - oriented view and practical - use - oriented view. What are the purposes
of teaching foreign languages? This is the issue of the present study. For a full discussion of the issue, this
study first looks at the historical overview of teaching English in Japan particularly with respect to the two
views . It examines some keys for the purposes of teaching foreign languages by focusing on social
conditions in the present and drastic social changes that will influence teaching foreign languages in the
future. At the same time, this study looks at language policies in South Korea to determine what Jépan can
learn from middle schools in South Korea.

As a result, this study claims that teaching foreign languages in Japan will be heading toward two
extremes in the 21st century. English language will survive in one direction, and in another direction, other
foreign languages including Asian languages will gain importance. Teaching English will be divided into
some practical and useful courses, ESP (English for Specific Purposes)for example, if the emphasis of
language education is placed on practical use. Chances of learning other foreign languages should be
established as a new curriculum, and they should be elective subjects. Therefore, teaching foreign languages
in Japan should be diverse, and conformity in teaching foreign languages needs to be abolished in Japanese
middle schools in the next century. Pedagogical implications for the new system are also discussed at the
end of this study.

Key words : purposes, foreign language education policy, foreign language education in Japan, English
education in South Korea, ESP
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