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Blake and his Lyrical Poems (3)

Kanji Hooki
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The French Revolution (1791)
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America: A Prophecy (1793)
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The Human Abstract

Pity would be no more
If we did not make somebody poor;
And Mercy no more could be

If all were as happy as we.

And mutual fear brings peace,
Till the selfish loves increase;

Then Cruelty knits a snare,
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And spreads his baits with care.

Soon spreads the dismal shade
Of Mystery over his head;
And the caterpillar and fly
Feed on the Mystery.

And it bears the fruit of Deceit,
Ruddy and sweet to eat;
And the raven his nest has made

In its thickest shade.

Z L Thhbhit, Swinburne OO L XX BEERI 22EBH WD T 5,

Under the shadow of this tree of mystery, rooted in artificial belief, all the meaner
kind of devouring things take shelter and eat of the fruit of its branches; the sweet poison
of false faith, painted on its outer husk with the likeness of all things noble and desirable;
and in the deepest implicatlon of barren branch and deadly leaf, the bird of death finds

house and resting-place. (William Blake, pp. 120—21)
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Farth rais’d up her head

From the darkness dread and drear.
Her light fled,

Stony dread !

And her locks cover'd with grey despair,
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Break this heavy chain

That does freeze my bones around.
Selfish! vain!

Eternal bane!

That free Love with bondage bound.
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Hear the voice of the Bard!

Who present, past and future, sees;

Whose ears have heard

Tho Holy Word

That walk’d among the ancient trees,

Calling the lapsed soul,

And weeping in the evening dew;
That might control

The starry pole,

And fallen,fallen light renew !

‘O Earth, O Earth, return!
Arise from out the dewy grass;
Night is worn,

And the morn

Rises from the slumberous mass.

‘Turn away no more;

Why wilt thou turn away.

The starry floor,

The wat’ry shore,

Is giv’'n thee till the break of day.’
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But if at the Church they would give us some ale,
And a pleasant fire our souls to regale,
We'd sing and we’d pray all the livelong day,

Nor ever once wish from the Church to stray.
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But to go to school in a summer morn,
O! it drives al joy away;

Under a cruel eye outworn,

The little ones spend the day

In sighing and dismay.
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In every cry of every Man,
In every Infant’s cry of fear,
In every voice, in every ban,

The mind-forg’d manacles I hear.
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The Garden of Love

I went to the Garden of Love,
And saw what I never had seen:
A Chapel was built in the midst,
Where I used to play on the green.

....................................

....................................

And I saw it was filled with graves,
And tomb-stones where flowers should be;
And priests in black gowns were walking their rounds,

And binding with briars my joys and desires.
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Ah, Sun-flower! weary of time,
Who countest the steps of the sun;
Seeking after that sweet golden clime,

Where the traveller’s journey is done;

Where the Youth pined away with desire,
And the pale Virgin shrouded in snow,
Arise from their graves, and aspire

Where my Sun-flower wishes to go.
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The SONGS OF EXPERIENCE are the counterpart of the SONGS OF INNOCENCE. -
Between the two came the French Revolution,of which Blake was for a time an enthusiastic
partisan. His eyes were opened to the evils and vices of a doomed world which must be
transformed. The symbol of life is no longer the Lamb but the Tiger, an object of terror
whose existence bears witness that not all creation is good:

Tiger! Tiger! burning bright
In the forests of the night,
What immortal hand or eye

Could frame thy fearful symmetry ?

In what distant deeps or skies
Burnt the fire of thine eyes?
On what wings dare he aspire ?

What the hand dare seize the fire?
(p. 91)
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a poem beyond praise for its fervent beauty and vigour of mnsic (p. 119)
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In futurity
I prophetic see
That the earth from sleep

(Grave the sentence deep)

Shall arise and seek

For her Maker meek;
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And the desert wild

Become a garden mild.
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Oh his head a crown;
Oh his shoulders down
Flow’d his golden hair.

Gone was all their care.

‘Follow me,” he said;
‘Weep not for the maid;
In my palace deep

Lyca lies asleep.’

Then they followed
Where the vision led,
And saw their sleeping child

Among tigers wild.

To this day they dwell
In a lonely delj;
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Nor fear the wolfish howl

Nor the lions’ growl.
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g e w2, b ‘To Tirzah’ 22 F i/ ¥\ T DX IHHND Song of Solomon
DOl THRBZ TS 523, Blake Ith o Tk, RBEFEHARW LHRMOBWANLTS 5, 2, 2h
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The sexes sprung from shame and pride,
Blow’d in the morn; in evening died;

But Mercy chang’d death into sleep;
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The sexes rose to work and weep.
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Am not I
A fly like thee?
Or art not thou

A Man like me?

For I dance,

And drink, and sing,
Till some blind hand
Shall brush my wing.
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The Sick Rose

O Rose, thou art sick!
The invisible worm,
That flies in the night,

In the howling storm,

Has found out thy bed
Of crimson joy;
And his dark secret love

Does thy life destroy.

Blake Dz DFfL, HFL DAV L LOEFINTEA TS5, WoETHLLE - TRhbhizn
%f&éoE%%kﬁ%%ok%&%a%%kbn,it%%%gkéﬁﬁ,C®ﬁ®%ﬁlo§%
FORTOELEE, Kok bDr bRINL D, EEAEDETEHSE LT HADIE, BOTHE
T HIOR, ThRbb, MEEBBEICEE TN, Experiencelc B €, HOME L BKEY
Ko T REEDRFH ‘The Angel’ Dt L 3RO %, HRAKORY, L REROHR
T, BOERAICL - THEET 2, BOcHRBERORL, ZAKCDOIRLZNLL TS S,



