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Summary

The purpose of this study was to investigate through interviewing how a new sport become popular in a small town
in Japan.

In Hiwaki, a town with a population of about 8, 500 in Kagoshima Prefecture, field hocky was first played by a
high-school team in 1951 and has been gaining popularity ever since.

Hockey has been a minor sport in Japan and so the teams in Hiwaki have been able to achieve good results at national
competitions.

Why did a sport as rare in Japan as hockey become popular in a remote site such as Hiwaki ? It was the late Mr.

Maezono who introduced hockey into Hiwaki. Let him speak about the situation when hockey was brought into
Hiwaki.

The school wanted students to have self-confidence so that they did not feel inferior to students of traditional
schools. Although I had scarcely experienced hockey I included hockey alongside badminton in the PE curriculum.
Things needed for play but which couldn’t be purchased, were made by students themselves at the beginning. At athle-
tic meetings in 1952 and 1953, hockey-game was played to get the understanding of the townspeople.

It was almost expected that students would get better than students of major sports such as soccer or basketball and
that modern elements and the spirit of hockey would be internalized.

The hockey club was formally founded as a school sports club in 1952, and gained entry to the National Sports Fes-
tival in 1995. (at the first hockey festival of Hiwaki-town, September 3, 1989)

The Hiwaki high school hockey team participated in the National Sports Festival in 1955 for the first time. Since
then the team has achieved outstanding results. Nowadays Hiwaki high school is known at the national level as a pre-
mier hockey school.

Let a players, who graduated from the senior high school in 1995, talk of their hockey career.

From elementary school to junior high school I had played soccer. In my 3rd year of junior high we won the pre-
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fectural championship, and participated in the Kyusyu competition.

Classmates and seniors invited me to play hockey at high school. At high school we had very hard practice, but I
never thought of giving up. My parents have sports careers (father : relay road race, mother:basketball). They often
came to cheer me on. My younger brother followed me into the hockey team.

I have been promised a position in a certain company. The company is big, and its hockey team is preparing for the
National Sports Festival to be held in 6 years. After that I hope to be transferred to another branch factory near my
birthplace. The supervisor of the school team recommended me to the company, and I know almost nothing about the
company or the hockey team yet.

Sport is good to get a position. (1995 graduate, March 19, 1995 interview)

The women’s hockey team was born in 1972 when the Natinal Sports Festival was held in Kagoshima. Hiwaki town
was designated the place for the hockey matches at the Festival because hockey was exceptionally popular there. The
town’s women learned how to play hokey, and offered hospitality toward players, officials and observers.

After the Festival, women continued playing hockey. Since the following year, 1973, they have participated in the
women’s natinal hockey meet, and have achieved good results.

Nowadays women’s hockey classes are held at twelve places in Hiwaki from May to June (1, 221 participants in
1993). At the end of July, the teams representing each village take part in the Women’s Hockey Meet of the town.
Some five hundred townspeople participate every year. The meet has bocome one of the greatest events of the town.

The town team trains hard for the national meet held in August. Town teams have won good results.



