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The example of ‘Yuyu no mori’

OKUYAMA Yoichiro' and OHCHI Shunsuke?’

" Department of Environmental Science and Technology, Faculty of Agriculture, Kagoshima University, 1-21-24
korimoto, Kagoshima 890-0065, Japan
*) Forest Economic Research Institute, 1-12-6 Yushima, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0034 Japan

Received Dec 10, 2008 / Accepted Jan 6, 2009

Summary

The promotion of use of new school forests is needed for forest environmental education. This paper aims to discuss
the availability of the national forest, Yaya No Mori, as a new form of school forest. According to the agreement covering
national forests Yayd No Mori, with its environmental education objective, is a type of recreational forest. As part of this
agreement, instead of abandoning all profits from the forest, they gain flexibility for their activities. In addition national for-
est staff provide support for any activity and promote educational use in both securing study areas and organising activi-
ties. Examples reviewed of utilization of the scheme include those of Yashima Higashi elementary school and the non-
profit organization, Himuka Satoyama Shizenjuku. In particular, concerning the question of continued use of school
forests, this scheme’s prerequisite of having links with an external body is extremely valid. To expand the use of Yaya
no Mori as an educational forest in the future it cannot be left just to the efforts of schools and national forest staff; regu-

lation by the national forest authorities in conjunction with the local community is also needed.

Key words : school forest, national forest, Yuyu No Mori, forest environmental education, nonprofit organization
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