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Preface

This volume of occasional papers number 42 in the series, is a report of the 2002-2004 research
project entitled "Social Homeostasis of Small Islands in an Island-zone: Interdisciplinary Approach
to Satsunan Islands Focussing on Yoron Island". This research project was conducted inorder to give
a continuity of the studies of the 1999 research project “Social Homeostasis of Small Islands in an
Island-zone: Yap Proper, Micronesia and Islands in Southern Japan" (Occasional Papers No.4),
"BEYOND SATSUMA — Sutsunan Islands- Challenge to the 2 Ist Century --", March 2001, and the
2000-2001 research project "Social Homeostasis of Small Islands in an Island-zone: Yap Proper,
Micronesia and Ulithi Atoll" (Occasional Papers No.9). This research project targets a typical
isolated island in the Kagoshima prefecture, the Satsunan islands. The overall research project
focuses from the viewpoint of self-directive development that makes the best use of its characteristic
of the nature, culture, and the society; being an isolated island.

To make this interdisciplinary research possible, 5 field surveys were organized - environmental
field, medical field, social science field, agriculture field, and fisheries and marine field, and the
interaction among each field was studied. In 6™ June 2003 and in 5™ June 2004, opportunities were
set up to report the results of our studies under the participation of all members at university, which
helped us to deepen the understanding of other fields. This research is a result of these studies.
Opinion exchanges in Yoron [sland (a part of it was done in Amami Oshima Island) were actively
done. There were 27 persons who presented the interim results for a total of 16 times in open lectures
and in the symposium. The presentations allowed the active participation of the islanders to make
criticisms of the existing island conditions. Furthermore, to develop the intellectual infrastructure of
Satsunan Islands studies, the list of related documents are opened to the public and can be made
accessible through the web  (http://database kuas.kagoshima-u.ac jp:591/).

There may be still a room for further improvement of an integrated, comprehensive method on
interdisciplinary research. But we take pride in our results achieved in this integrated research field of
various academic disciplines; in such that it serves as an accumulated base for the study on one small
island. These results are a start. We expect that this study does not end in this small island; which lies
in the south end of Satsunan Islands, but to further make comparative studies with other small islands
in Kagoshima that lies over south north 600km, known as “the road of islands™ or other small

island-zone abroad.



Research Center for the Pacific Islands, Kagoshima University
The Chairman of the Research Project TSUKAHARA Junzo
The Secretary General of the Research Project ~ NAGASHIMA Shunsuke

1st March 2005
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